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Query, sugar-canc and sugar technology

passed from India to China¢?
Liu Shuy-kai
Abstrac!

The cradle of ancient Chinese civilization was the Yellow River basin
around 35°N, Sugar-cane could only grow in the warm wet regions to the
south of 27°N,so in archaic China,for dynasties as Nia, Shang and Zhou {rom
2100 BC to 841 BC, no written statement of sugar cane has been found. but
neither can one deny that in the warm, wet and cane-growing South China,
sugar-cane had alsO been grown then, Beginning [{rom 475 BC,there have been
historical records of sugar-cane in the State Zhu localed at the middle reaches
of Yangize River, China is one of the mother countries of sugar-cane in the
world, No reliable evidence has yet shown that sugar-cane had been propag-
ated frow India to China,

In the early Han Dynasty (206 BC to 8 BC), the Chinese had developed
the technology of producing syrup, massecuite and even crystalline sugar, A
lot of historical records stated that cane syrup, grained massecuite, crystal-
line sugar and %jce” sugar had been made in west Han Dynasty(206 BC to 8
BC), East Han Dynasty(25-—220 AD) and Three Kingdoms(221—280 AD).they
all had becn long before the Tang Emperor Tai-zhong who sent a messenger
for a return visit to learn the Magadha process of sugar making, So the say-

ing that sugar technology passed from India to China is not believable,



