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Screening Monascus for the Production of Monacolin K

. 1 1 1 1 . . 2
M A Mei—rong , FAN You , FANG Jing , ZHUGE Jian' , ZHOU Li—ping
(1. School of Bioengineering, Wuxi University of Light Industry, Jiangsu Wuxi 214036; 2 Zhejiang
University of Industry, Zhejang Hangzhou 310014)

Abstract 40 strains of Monascus for the production of Monacolin K were studied and were
cultivated in solid fermentation on selected substrates. Samples of the fermented rice were
examined by T LC for the first screening, 8 strains were possible to produce Monacolin K.
The positive results were further evaluated by HPLC analysis, 3 strains were proved to

have moderate ability to produce M onacolin K.
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