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The Relationship between Structure and Function of Polysaccharides

ZHUGE Jian ZHAO Zhen-feng  FANG hui-ying
Key Laboratory of Industrial Biotechnology Ministry of Education Southern Yangtes University Wuxi 214036 China

Abstract In this article the relation ship between structure and function of polysaccharides is summa-
rized according to different activities. For the polysaccharides with immunity-enhancement activity
the activity is affected by the constitutes of backbone-chain molecular size and other factors which
cause comformational changes of the polysaccharides. But for the polysaccharides with anticoagulatory
activity the charge density on the polysaccharide surface is very important and the activity is also af-
fected by molecular size and other factors. For the polysaccharides with anti-HIV activity SO,>~
seems to be necessary and molecular size and other factors also have effects on the activity.
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