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The Reaction Mechanism and Kinetics of
Chitin/Chitosan Degradation with Hydrolysaes

XIA Wen-shui ~ SU Chang
School of Food Science and Technology Southern Yangtze University Wuxi 214036 China

Abstract Chitin/chitosan can be degraded not only by. chitinase chitosanase and lysozyme but also
by non-specific enzymes such as papain lipase hemicellulase and so on. The reaction mechanism and
kinetics of those degradations are discussed in detail which indicates the significance in developing the
application of chitin/chitosan in the fields of food chemicals medicine argriculture and so on.
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