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Improved 2,3-Butanediol Production by Overexpressing Acetoin
Reductase in Bacillus subtilis 168

LI Xiupeng', YANG Taowei*, XU Meijjuan®, ZHANG Xian*, RAO Zhiming
(School of Biotechnology , Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China )

Abstract: Bacillus subtilis 168 is a safe strain for industrial-scale microbial production of 2,3-
butanediol (2,3-BD). However, a large quantity of by-product of acetoin (AC) is accumulated
during 2,3-BD fermentation process. Acetoin reductase (ACR) is the key enzyme which catalyzes
the conversion of acetoin to 2,3-BD. In this study, in order to improve 2 ,3-BD production, we firstly
cloned the acr gene of acetoin reductase into B. subtilis 168,and then further constructed the
recombinant strain B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr. The results showed that the yield and conversion rate
of the 2,3-BD were increased up to 28.62% and 22.87% by the recombinant strain,respectively.
Whereas the accumulation of the main by-product of acetoin decreased by 20.01%. Furthermore , the
molar yields of by -products of formic acid,acetic acid,lactic acid,and succinate were also
decreased.
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2,3-T B (2,3-Butanediol ,2,3-BD) , fb % 5{
7= CH;CHOHCHOHCH;, HZ5H7FTE 3 Bl S AR 48
PR, 7338 L-(+)- . D-(-)-F1 meso-F 7L g — il
AL TR AR R 2, 3-BD # ) iz T
AT REUR B il S s K AR 2 Sk, bR 2
T At 23 10 32 8 JR R A il A5 R AT A BRI H 4
i ,2,3-BD 32 % B A5G b T 2,3-BD
SRR IR A A A oA 7 2,3-BD JROAS L AR
PR 2 G R B 45 S R R R s g F HAk A
JsOREE g Al 0, PROEGAR 2 B ik Tk AR AR 77 55 R T
HE A P e AR A AT AR B R A 7 2,3-BD,
BE e IR 7 Ak 2 e A 7 1Y s ) A, SR Ak T
B R P2 3 1T AT B2 1 DG T dl AR
TR B A W 2 B HAE R 7 2 B TR
[Fi) B 3 3o 00 A 8 25 A 5 0 1 Ak T 200K AR A
BiT5 g 5 A 77 AR 0 3R Rk 28 5% AT B 248 55 1Y
A, A AR S R & Tl as P, B
f£ 1906 4 ,Harden F1 Walpole st b9 5% 1 F1] H fiffi 4
e T 1A R B (Klebsiella pnewmoniae ) % B 74 7= 2, 3-
BD;1926 4F ,Donker " i Hi T JH 2 K ZF 40 AT 1
(Bacillus polymyxa) K47 2,3-BD;1933 4F  Fulmer
SEBPE R TR 5 AN IR (Klebsiella oxytoca) "4
H M 2,3-BD K-, JRFE I T H AR A 7 i T
7o 2,3-BD @7 R bk R BRSO RE AT
TR FIDAS 5T 90 3 QR0 RT3k 26 B R R AT TR A
FOR T, AFEE Tl A2 A 7= 20K

VE 3 T 7 55 96 %8 O 19 Al B 28 J AT T Bacillus
subtilis 168 J&=—#k % 2L 2,3-BD MBI bk, JLAG
WrE A i) 2,3-BD EELL D-(-)-F1 meso-H Fi 4 7Y
FEAEN M ELZEHIFF R Y 2,3-BD A GEENn A 1
FroR , LOBEZE MR 2 N B IR - S BEFLIR L S A I
(Acctoin, AC) I &5 A6l 2,3-BD, I 25 I g s 22
NADH 12 55 [a] IR B & A HLER 195 1 A8
U 6 J5 B (A cetoin, reductase , ACR)/E i —Fp X3 fE
B AT AL AC 1 2, 3-BD 22 [H] F)AH B2 A6 76 55 TR
PERYZAE T, % LEAL AC 10 2,3-BD 468 3|
o FEHEFE NADH; 5958 PE I, 32 ) 3 248 1k
2,3-BD [i] AC ¥ 0] # Ak, i%3d 72 4= )l NADH!, [
I, A HLRREN = Y I R R (FLIR (BRIIR IS
W2z 5 2,3-BD GG R TE kIR 5 53 4h  FLER R 3%
FATR 1Y A3 38 2 T #E NADHU M 53X 7] G £ 52 i AC
f] 2,3-BD FAL AR T i AC AR SR

IR - - > BRI R - - - > IR R BRHIR
FTR l NADH  NAD*

NADH | PR ————> Z BN ——> 2t

NAD* J
a - FLIR > AE

NADH NAD*

>2.3-BD
FLIR

B1 2,3-TZEREERE

Fig. 1 Metabolic pathway of 2,3-BD. E;acetoin reductase

PA B. subtilis 168 1124 i A& T, 5 B £ A8 8 i I
LN acr, S E AN 2 JAT B B. subtilis 168/
pMAS5-acr, X HAE 55 B PE /Y 2% 1 T 2R 47 A ik
%, AF 7T R GA ACR X & gl 2 2,3-BD LR
MR, A HEAgikF) 2,3-BD $#25 AC A A HL
TR s/ 19 H AR, Sy Tl AR AT T B4l

1 wrar sl

1.1 E#5RA

Bacillus subtilis 168 HAE F JT 15 52 56 25 14 5K
FIR AR pMAS 75 i AE & T 7E S5 50 = (L
1.2 FERXASERE

T, W [ TaKaRa 22w 5 JBURL/)N it b 2 1055
& R R & BrAE E BRI [ Y Sangon
INE) TR R R TR SO M B % 6 - Ferments 23
7] ;NADH,NAD*, 4 H Sigma Aldrich 23 %] ;PCR 5|47 ,
1 78 Sangon 23 Al & B ; AR 3 Sk =)

AL IR 2k (/L) . IR 10, BE AL Ay 5, 54k
#1105 F4R pH fA.

P 7 15 372 5 (/L) . H A% 80, B R 10, BE Bk
¥y 5, 54080 10; A% pH fH.

RIEERE IR (g/L). M 140, BEEEE 5,
KH,PO, 6,K.HPO,-3H,0 14, JR % 5, E K3 20,7
B4 8;pH 6.5,

1.3 EERFIEF

A W (50 mmol/L B IR A — BN IE W ).7.08 g
Na,HPO,, M LB FKERFZE 1 L,

B # (50 mmol/L % 2 — & AN % W ):5.99 ¢
NaH,PO,, LB FKEHZE 1 L,

BERR AN ZZ WP (pH 6.5): ¥ A WA B ¥ 2 Be
31.5:68.5 MIRBLLLIRA] .

PBS ZZ #h i (pH 7.0) :NaCl 8.0 ¢/L.,KCI 0.2 ¢/L,
Na,HPO,- 12H,0 3.626 g/L, 1 £h M2 4 %= pH 7.0,
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14 ZEBEREBEER acr EERRIZHEIEE
R A NCBI A 2 JR T 1 4 5 A A 1R e 47

acr IR FFHBE—XF 5180, Wk 1, 74514 5
S i BamM T F Miw 1 EGEYIA7 5 (R R4 .

x1 XHEBERMSIY
Table 1 Primers used in the study

5’- ACCGGGATCCATGAAGGCAGCAAGATGG-3’
5’-ACCGACGCGTTTAGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGTTAGGTCTAACAAGG-3’ Miu 1

Forward

Reverse

PE WL B. subtilis 168 1) 3L K 41 1 b B A, A
Forawrd/Reverse 5| ¥ 347 PCR §7 3 | #5458 H 19 3L A
R B acr, PCR B NAR R A 50 L, 5 1 ng 15
KB AR, 200 wmol/L ANTP,20 pmol/L 5 ¥ #1 1 wL
) ExTaq DNA R G, F2 )7 3 e 95 CHAE M
5 min; EHRY BT R 95 CAEE 50 5,56 CiB k
90 5,72 CHEff 90 s (R 45 52 R4 &0, B 18] 35 2 Sy
1 kb/min),35 MEH ;72 CIEf 10 min, PCR F i
TP 0.8 g/dL M BEARHEEERC IR 40 B, B 4
20y 8 I, M IR 5] & (Takara) (10 (el i i)
KA B 5 pMDI18-T i% 42 , 4k E. coli IM109, 28 i
AR EHE RO TR, SRECH M T, R
Jo R il U] 55 E |, 76 21 50K 44 4 T-acr, DNA T
A TAEY TRABRA R ZERS, 207 5F IE i
W) B2 R T-acr, F BamH 1 F1 Mlu 1 XY J5 %
P 2 2 0k A R BT B9 pMAS b, 36 ik 3k
pMAS5-acr,

1.5 ACREMEFHRHEHRMERIE

W #4192 8 AR pMAS-acr ¥ 1L & B.
subtilis 168 ™ 7E-R AR % R P 1M |- 7 4 P
- JF AT B VDS AIE 4 SR I IE B 1) H 4 TS B.
subtilis 168/pMAS-acr, &M ZE &4 50 wg/mL K IF
FEM LB WS F2 5L 37 CH 5%, 0 H LI
O3B 19 0 B2 Fh G 2 & 50 mL LB ORI 1 9% 3
37 CHEF% 24 h, KEERIHEW 8 000 v/min E.0> 10 min,
H pH 7.0 (1) PBS 2% i Ve 40 M 3 Ik, SRJE &0
Jri B 4T i E v T pH 7.0 (9 PBS 28 vhigi b, FHER A
PR AR RE 40 A, 10 000 r/min 5.0 30 min JLIELH
HLEE e, bW W R R A R, B T -4 CIR R 2
FHE A4 SDS-PAGE S5 F1 ACR 114l 15 0 72
1.6 EHY Ni-TNA 4k

R AR B S, 48 0.45 um JE L
UE, R Ni-NTA 2 (1 glifb ke sk glifb B 9 & i, 4
MR EAE, A BARER 6 4> His 5 Ni-NTA 1)
SIEETEAG . VBT RS A R ) 2%

Bt U107 5

BamH 1

PRERE, VR R 5 Ni-NTA 45 & /0 4 i i 22 2K
FIBT, SR S5 FHAS TR] ¥ B 7 B sk (20~300 mmol/1L) 2%
VOCE AT B VR AE — ) R e R B SRR, R L
75 3] 452 40 1) Tt VAR
1.7 EAEARKREBERSH

FI I SDS-PAGE 437 5 21 B 114 4= 40 ffg 2 14 o™
JH 5 g/l B e 46 B e 12~15 g/dL 43 3 B B AS 8 &2
T PR UK R T AR B4 S, B S s 22 R-250
gefn, , B H B R Brandford 7%, LAAE I
HE BT (BSA)VE M bm i 25 11 el
1.8 ACR & HHINE

W 20 L R A B TS 0 9% iR &R
A7 BRI 340 nm ZEWOGAEAE 3 min N AR FL

A 1 3 D5 3 I A 22 bR R £0.05 mol/L
AC,5 mmol/L. NAD*, B2 #1292 v pH 6.5,

SEEIE 77 (UinL) 28 S B 22 T B ODeoo
BB IEFE 1 wmol/L NADH ) i &

L% (Ulg) a2 X . RV (U/mL) FUREL il 25
F 5 8 MR (o/mL) A R
1.9 EMAEF 2,3-BD £

AN FZEMAFIE B, subtilis 168/pMAS-acr il
W& AR B. subtilis 168 283t LB AR 85 9% 3 15 1k
&, AT R 1% R R R 10 mL FP 55
FRIE 37 CHEFE 12 h J5 772 FARFL /350 4% (1) 12 Fh
A3 50 mL REEREFREL T 37 CHi %, AW
PR S OO0 R U R A W e R OC A PLRR A
AC P71 2,3-BD 7o g,
110 ZBSHHHHE

1)AC F12,3-BD &l .k BHME < AHA
TR X2 RS GC1600 (JieDao TECH) , {3
FERLAE A A 30 m, A2 0.32 mm, R 0.50
s A8 2% 1 A AR AR TR 160 °C, 1 B 1 R U 4%
¥ 250 °C, #EREER0.2 WL, K FID K45

2) %S EIE . R SBA AR A% s D
FE R BRI AOE R RIS B 25wl B R R B A
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EHEM 5. IFEAXMHEFRFECBBERERG 23-T 08 >3

W A% s v, AR A0 25 A B R R VR AR A
T T YRR TR AT B 2 T A v T 4 R 1

3)0D a2 - HU— 7 s B b7 15 FR 0 s Kk BV
DA I A % 73 A X BRI, 72 600 nm Ab I %E ODAE .

4) FALER =W o i a . SR R O A
(HPLC) M 5& | 3t 8 A5 2 & A5 R B 5 5 5% W B2 1
50 mmol/L 1§ KH,PO,, AR & 4 1.0 mL/min, ¥4
6 I 28 A6 I % 4 210 nm, iy 30 °C.

ECERI

21 acr mERERIEZFEMEE
P& B B. subtilis 168 1Y J& K 41 Ay 1 Az, LA
Forawrd/Reverse 5|¥Ji#17 PCR §3% , 73 214175 18 bp
His 4 i 7 5 3L 7 B, 51 1 041 bp, WLIE 2,
bp 1 M bp
2000

1000

1:PCR products; M : DL2000 marker,
B2 acr EEH PCR ¥ 15
Fig.2 PCR amplification of acr gene

¥ B R B iE 2 BamH 1A Mlu 1 i
Y pMAS |, #4) 8 3 38 304K pMAS-acr, I H 5% 1k
2 B. subtilis 168 J& 259, RS H) 41 £ KK
pMAS-acr Z& BamH 1 Fl Mlu 1 BBV HE (WL 3),
25125 7 200 bp F1 1 040 bp KN H B, RITEEXF R
LRI pMAS Al acr B R/, FIAMEREA acr B
28 E A % 15 B R IR UK pMAS I
2.2 ACR 7E B. subtilis 168/pMA5-acr F H) R i&

A AR pMAS-acr $5 1L & B. subtilis 168,
fERAB & R PR Lok P EE 4+, WA B.
subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr, 4 HAZF T LB W IA 5 57
R 3% 24 h, WOHE B RO B B AR pH 7.0 19 PBS
% R T | R FH R P B AR AT L B AR T
Ko oAb 76 (A gk 47 SDS-PAGE 34, 453 E 4
Fios ,ACR BIAHXT 43 F BT 294 39 kDa, 5 HiIAY
B BAHXT 43 B K/ AF, KRBT ACR 7E B.
subtilis 168/pMA5-acr " BT 3RAF T ik

bp I 2 Ml M2 bp

9426
6557

— 2 000
— 1 000

1:pMAS-acr/BamH 1; 2:pMAS-acr/BamH 1+Mlu 1;
M1 :N-Hind III marker; M2.:DL2000 marker,
B 3 EARH pMAS-acr HIE Y] 36
Fig. 3 Identification of the recombinant plasmid pMAS-

acr by enzyme digestion

1 2 M 3 kDa
| 106
66
g | 45
35

25

—
1:B. subtilis 168; 2:B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr; M :Protein
Marker; 3:purified ACR from B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr,

B 4 ACR Rz 541K SDS-PAGE & i
Fig. 4 SDS-PAGE analysis of expressed and purified

recombinant ACR
2.3 ACR 7 B. subtilis 168/pMA5-acr H HIEg & 71
N E

3500 S 2H T RN SRA TR R L WP ACR
IBETE ), S5 RN 2 R, SR IR bR AR e, 2
WP ACR Y LR HG $2 5 1 3.48 7%, 3 W] ACR 7E B.
subtilis 168 BT 3Rk,
% 2 B. subtilis 168 #0 B. subtilis 168/pMA5-acrfJ ACR BEgiE
Table 2 ACR enzyme activities of B. subtilis 168 and B.
subtilis 168/pMA5-acr

ACR HC
T ACR LHETE/(Ulg)

B. subtilis 168 41.21 100%
B. subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr 184.9 448%

24 TERIZEACR MEMEEK, ¥EFRM 2,3-BD
MREHIF M
XF B. subtilis 168 F1 B. subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr
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PEAT R SL G, T A o R 2 B AR b il R LR S
AC F12,3-BD LZREMZE UL IE 6, K BERFAE 54T UL 3%
3. EAREENIMN A KEERE, KRR 16 h
Je , B A K e, 80 h 1A B 5 R A L T RE
(I R 2 ACR Y3 3235 N EE T B R 19 f 40 il
WA Z 2], R R E ACR J& X B R4
KA H W5 S AR R 7 A HURR 00 1 BT LU
B AR AR AR R T R A
2,3-BD A M5 R4 0 20 i il

30, L1160
1403
E3

1205

20} =

11003

. ]
: 80 £
o =
S ol 60 i@
a0 B

120
0 0
20 0 50 80 100
5 a]/h

—a— 0D, (B.subtilis 168), —e—OD, (B.subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr),

—v— T B (B.subtilis 168), —a— Hi7%i Bl (B.subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr).

B 5 ZREIEDH OD FOEFEH L%
Fig. 5 Curves of OD and Glucose during the fermentation
NS n] LA B, o 20 TR A A A A A R — A
B3O R 22 v Jim 300 O iV Y S i T HH R R
A B AR il 2 B o 1, X AP G R W] il R
ACR, XA B AR IS B . TERATH, T A A K 2

P, Sk B U 1) T FE IR 2D A W T VR T R R
-G8 TS B AR SEA 2,3-BD A A R X5k R )
TR KRR INSE | & BB 37 16 h, 7 %5 5 IR R 9 % T
LR AP

K6 M3 Won, KEERFE 80 h, HAIH M
2,3-BD 1y ik B i KA 33.08 o/L, L & w4
T 28.62% ; i Ak Rk 37.56% HE T 22.87% ;
7P AC 11.59 g/L, FEART 20.01%;2,3-BD/AC [t
ol 2.854 45 T 60.79%, il wFKik ACR,IF A
il K B S AR S TR M {2 T Fi AC B 2,3-BD 5%
PR B, T 0 32 7= 9 2,3-BD (7= 4R [T
R T8I =41 AC IR

w oW
S O
T
W
o wn

[3®)

(=}

[3®)

(=)
2,3-BDHEH R /(¢/1)

ACTTHR S/ (g/1)

—_
(=}
T
—
S

0 0

20 40 60 80 100
M)/

—a— 2 3-BD(B.subtilis 168), —e— 2,3-BD(B.subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr),

—v— AC(B.subtilis 168), —a— AC(B.subtilis 168/pMA5-acr).

6 KEBEzdiEsh AC702,3-BD ik
Fig. 6 Curves of AC and 2,3-BD during the fermentation

R3 KBERESH

Table 3 Analysis of fermentation results

2.3-BD #: 46 3/% 2,3-BD/AC 13

2.3-BD it i/ (g/L)
B. subtilis 168 80 25.72
B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr 80 33.08

AT L R T AR AL 0 28.62%

2.5 TEFRiE ACR X EHIEER RA 200

X B. subtilis 168 F1 B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr
VAR DAL K T S AT A BILIRR I o3 A, 45 SR 3k 4 o
7N, AH PR TR i 2H B RR R R T R R R L
M2, FLER . FEIIWR 43 W AR T 15.21% 34.35% |
35.39% .39.53% ., ACR i 71 F1 NADH i 1% & /&
2,3-BD &M PN B Z KN &R i iRk ACR, {2
T AC 3] 2,3-BD W& AR, KB THEZ2,3-
BD i Bk EH A E LM NADH 25 T AC |4 2,3-BD
AL, Wt Uiz BT Z I AE T £ 19 NADH,
i A T 75 2 NADH Z 5 09 At A HLRR &1 7~ 9 1)

2B I B (/L)

30.57 14.49 1.775
37.56 11.59 2.854
22.87% -20.01% 60.79%

NADH £ 23 FH R ik 2D | 3 7] B8 S AH 5C 32 8% 1Y A7 Bl
iR AH R S /D Y B IR BT TE

x4 ACREERZEMABIEAINBRRERENZI
Table 4 Effects of overexpressing ACR on organic acids

in fermentation

AL B. subtilis Fp;ém}—_ﬁ;(;'\
168 168/pMAS5-acr
P % I VAR B2/ (/1) 0.355 0.301 -15.21
LRI R JE (2/1) 1.31 0.86 —34.35
FLAR ik W/ (g/1.) 2.113 1.365 -35.39
BEHIMR R/ (/L) 0.382 0.231 -3.53
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DL A TR MR B. subtilis 168 A1 & B, 7ok H 2,
R TR AL R acr , ¥4 7 51 4 J0ORE pMAS-acr , ¥4 5
HIFHREEAL A B. subtilis 168, 4 H 55 41 A% 55 28 f0 4T
A B. subtilis 168/pMAS-acr, M T HEALH ACR )
ity 1 |, JFAE ST R M A A T HEAT R A . S5 R
ACR 7£ B. subtilis 168/pMAS5-acr H 5Z I T i & 5=
ik, F77Y 2,3-BD 1977 A 24 S A AC
FIAH A MLIR i B A i R [ A2 B R B .2, 3-BD
7R MR B s B A LGB S R R RORG 5D B
PG00 SR 1] 3 6 TR Ak AT EL AT VS AE SO M, AT &

Tl A e A A P (A ESR T AR B ZE AT B AT
B R B DD 5, AN 77 N B R FECAEIUE H T, 2

— PN WY, TCIR SRR R R T
F AR A R AT ATPEY, i HRIE ACR FlIE 4%
il A& W pH 38 T A AL 2,3-BD BB IS B A T
WL 5 NADH, MW, AC fIF5 % NADH 25
(R FH AT LR G 19T 5 1 e U5 0 1 AT NADH W) 23 sk
A DR R b SE R T ) 2,3-BD 7 R R R A
KR == w0 BHas . BAREA R 2,3-BD
8 77 i R ] P A B e 7 AT — E W 22 BRI (H R
AR A 0 e 1 — A ) 431 ol s RN % B AR R AL, —

RESCIL U W ik = A 442 2,3-BD 1 H A
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