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Soluble Expression and Purification of Human Proinsulin in Escherichia coli.
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(College of Life Science Sichuan Normal University , Chengdu 610101 , China)

Abstract: The human proinsulin gene (PI) was cloned by PCR using specific primers designed
according to the PI gene sequcence in NCBI and codon in Escherichia coli. The expression plasmid
pET32-PI was constructed to express fusion protein of Pl in £. coli BL21(DE3). The recombinant PI
protein in E. coli exhibited the best expression at an optimized condition of 30 C and 0.6 mmol/L
Isopropyl B-D-Thiogalactoside (IPTG). The results of SDS-PAGE and Western blot analysis
indicated that the PI protein was successfully expressed at the same molecular weight as the known
PI protein. After the Fed-batch fermentation and centrifugation,this protein was purified to
homogeneity using the Ni-NTA affinity chromatography and ion exchange chromatography,
respectively. Proinsulin was converted to mature insulin through the digestion of enterokinase and
carboxypeptidase. The digested product was purified by Ni-NTA affinity chromatography. The

enzyme activity of recombinant insulin was 92 wlU/mL and the product was proved to possess the
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LG PEGREIS 20 42 80 4R F 4] DNA AR JF
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AL R (F 3 A R A Ak RS R
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R FF TR AR SR 2 R 5 25 28 36 I 3R A 3 BRI o
g £ 2R I DR ) B 5% 3K 45 1 A Ak ket 1 g 1 R
Tl Ak = B EE AR X, VR X A S R Rt
P AT % 05 T Ak, B BN B8 5 28 5 Ok PR S A% 1 1R
J B T A B HE RN PCR 4 5915 3] A 5 25 J it
K P fE 3 PR 5 DA% R SR 3R AR pET32 (at ) i 45 %
LK IHFFIE BL21 (DE3), 411 2t 55 5% 16 B fn
IPTG ¥ B iy Ak, B S R IR T A B 4R 1) 7 A=, I3
o 2R AZE BT T A4 2T B A B H I 1 Bl
VIR &lif i it 45 21 i 1 20 9 5 =06 Sk AT T E

1 wetsoma L
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111 Ak, AaFRAFE KBITHEKEE. coli
JM109 .E. coli BL21 (DE3) .14 {5t KARA YR
Oy A KL pET32a (+) : W A Novagen A &) 5 i ki
pMD18-T. Il F Ki%E S EW A Al LB 855758 (4 5 of
L):NaCl 10 g, ZE A K 10 g, BE Rk 5 ¢, pH 1H 7.0,
78 IR (0 o/L) AR 1 g, BERERY 0.5 g,
NaCl 1 g, A FH %X 0.1 mg; BEER 5 5L (414> of
L): & H ¥ 1 g,Yeast Extract 0.5 g,Na,HPO,-12H,0
17.5 g,KH,PO, 3 g,NaCl 0.5 g, NH,Cl 1 g, 7%
10 g,MgSO,-7H,0 0.5 g, I ITTHEFW 2.5 mL; #b
L5 3L A AR 600 g,MgS0,-7H0 17 g, i &t
RIFW 2.5 mL; i JCR B W FeCls-6H,0 27 g,
ZnCl,-4H,0 2 ¢,CaCl,-6H,0 2 g,NaMo0,-2H,0 2 ¢,

CuSO0, -5H,0 1.9 g,H,BO; 0.5 g,CoCl, -6H,0 2 g,
MnSO,-H,0 2.5 g,
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HEOHL: W E #E E Eppendorf 23 @ ;UV-250 IPC
PR EE T W A B AR S A ] B USRS
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2 NBS A #8540 A . W [ 25 [ Heat
Sys—Ultrasonics 22 &) 5 B il ¥ 4% 2 9 U1 il Kpn 1,
EcoR I,DNA % & B rTaq, # B A X 4> 7 B &
Marker DI2000. W H K& % 4 4 ¥ A wl ;T4
Polynucleotide Kinase T4 DNA Ligase: W H 3£ [
NEB 24w ; R4 insulin $T44 . 1 5 36 E NEB A A5
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KIFIEHFF) (Accession number; BT0O06808) k1
BEM, [AlES A Java Codon Adaptation Tool %X {1
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(H)EARFEI AT 5, S0 14 4519 T
AR AR (IE 1),

122 Flmsmi iR n KA 14 451
YR B B BC L plom A EP o, fili ] T4
Polynucleotide Kinase 7£ 37 ‘Cil & 1.5 h ¥ 17 W52
RSB ¥ DL BB RR AL 45149 R BEH PCR 464657
& alifb, slifb )5 09 7 Befdi ] T4 DNA Ligase 7F 16 °C
i RO Rk AliAk 5 3 DNA 82 R B,

123 AMHBFRARLE UEZENREBRN
BHT , R4 1% 5 1 7 9 & 11519, 51 907 sl in F
it 7% :PIF1E:5” ~GTCGGTACCGACGACGACGACA
AGTTCGTTAACCAGCACCTG-3" ,PIRTE:5’ -TAAG
AATTCTTATTAGTTGCAGTAGTTTTCCAG-3" , i# i
PCR Y77 ¥E#EAT N IR 5 2 I L R B 4 1% PCR i
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Table 1 Sequence of the primers used in phosphorylation reaction

EIL/ERS Bl F51(5°-3) 519K /bp

PIF1 GTCGGTACCGACGACGACGACAAGTTCGTTAAC 33
PIF2 CAGCACCTGTGCGGTTCTCACCTGGTTGAAGCTCTGTACCTGG 43
PIF3 TTTGCGGTGAACGTGGTTTCTTCTACACCCCGAAAACCCGTCG 43
PIF4 TGAAGCTGAAGACCTGCAGGTTGGTCAGGTTGAACTGGGTGGTGGTCCG 49
PIF5 GGTGCTGGTTCTCTGCAGCCGCTGGCTCTGGAAGGTTCTCTGC 43
PIF6 AGAAACGTGGTATCGTTGAACAGTGCTGCACCTCTATCTGCTC 43
PIK7 TCTGTACCAGCTGGAAAACTACTGCAACTAATAAGAATTCTTAA 44
PIR1 GTGAGAACCGCACAGGTGCTGGTTAACGAACTTGTCGTCGTCGTCGGTACCGACA 55
PIR2 AGAAACCACGTTCACCGCAAACCAGGTACAGAGCTTCAACCAG 43
PIR3 TGACCAACCTGCAGGTCTTCAGCTTCACGACGGGTTTTCGGGGTGTAGA 49
PIR4 CGGCTGCAGAGAACCAGCACCCGGACCACCACCCAGTTCAACC 43
PIRS GTTCAACGATACCACGTTTCTGCAGAGAACCTTCCAGAGCCAG 43
PIR6 TAGTTTTCCAGCTGGTACAGAGAGCAGATAGAGGTGCAGCACT 43
PIR7 TAAGAATTCTTATTAGTTGCAG 22

SR .94 CHIZETE 3 min, 94 CAETE 30 5,56 C
Bk 30 s,72 CHEMH 25 5,72 CLEH 7 min, WA
BT 4 CHAAFE . ¥ L PCR VS =4, 28 1
of L Byl W R I P VK S 28 I, B W R JE [ e PCR
7215 pMD18-T Bk %4, AL KA I8 IM109/8%
ZASUNM, R PUER LB - Madh £ 7 0 ik, Hk
WU B V% #5147 PCR SR YIS IE I ik 2N 5148
KRB A A AT |, e 2445 81 pMD18-T-PI Jiiki

1.24 £k H#A4EME pMDIS-T-PI 5 pET32 (+)
AR5 5 H Kpnl #1 EcoR 1 #:47 XUE§G Y, 37 CE§ VI
3~4 h,1 o/dL BEfEHE Uk S W U1 7=, X B 1y 2
PR B MR K R BEE AT R Il fn a4k, T4
DNA Ligase I il Ul J5 1) P1 2% K 5 BOAI pET32 (+)
BAR F Brib AT, R 0T W AL R A R R
BL21(DE3), 3k 13 5 4k 7 , %t ¥ 4k T #E 47 B i PCR
Lvatio

125 AM B E R LR FF £ X & Western
Bloting #24E  PRHUHPER BE E. coli BL21/pET32-PI
BMT 2 mL A& %0 LB RS2 7 37
°C.250 r/min FEPR P REFE 12 h B 500 WL & #E A
A 50 mL AR LB BRI =M, o0l
37.32.30.28 Fl 25 C45 5 N4 F kA7 85 9% ,
M Agom A 0.6 £ BT HEATHEAFERRE, HRHR
JEXF PL PR KA B 520, 78 30 CHEFR AT, 535
i &M E M 0.2.0.4.0.6.0.8 mmol/L 1) IPTG (5
W HE-B-D B ACEZLME ) V5T, 40 i T 50k B XS

PI R RIR VR HT B Feddi 175 R0k B . o IPTG
W 2 3K 0 TR AR B B b R DT A RE O 4
SDS-PAGE HLJk#%#2 2 PVDF )5, H YT A MBS
F T BEPURAE N —BL, SRR (Ap) bR ic i £ IK
M IgG 1E A — Pt , #17 Western Blotting EJ 38 737,
1.2.6 A& B PRHCSHME ST BE R V% 2 40 ml Ff
TR SIS RE 37 C, R 12 h, KRG
PG 400 mL F PRG3R SRR EE
pH R i A S8 SR SO LTV Ron A B T AR,
FE U 1 AN R LR 35 B B i e 8 000 i A =X
TN AL 3 5 SR 5 R TR 2 30 °C, i A&k
&R 0.6 mmol/L 11 IPTG 5 355 7%, #ME} B DL 4
Fe KA Y AR 0.1 b A i, 155
3~4 h JG B0 WCR iR 55 [E NBS 2 A BIOFLO
5 L TARARBUL IR R W B IG TARIRER 4 LR .
AR 37 CL TN 30 °C; H Bh iR L 4k
28% W Z K AH pH A = I 7E 7.0 4% 4 (DO) TR R 78
30% e A7, AR e BRI 128 2 A
F=XoxVxuxexp (ut )/ (SoxY s)

Horp F OB B (mL/h) X A ANRFEE 4T T
H (g/L),V HANERTIA M R (L) o He A K
(h™) e B (), Sy by Rk vl 4 28 4 119 o o ¥k
JE (/L) , YX/S S K R FF b cF 46 26 A 1 7= 6 (g/g ) o
I X F LA LSBT R AR 2R X=2.6 ¢/L.,
V=3 L,5=0.5 g/L, Y 5=0.36 g/g,u=0.3 h™',

K BETF 4, BB 1 h BURE I 2 H A g, 17 HSF
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JH GOD-POD 2 i 4 7 WE Vi B2, 3 A1 JC TR U
FHKTA Y LB WK B 7 A0S S i F ke, #h TS
AR LB 4,37 CHE IR, SR 5 M L T B AL
PRHC 100 4~ B0 5 B FIAE 5 2% 19 LB Pl 1,37
CHEFRLRE, IC B T B, 44 T T A 2T 5 oL A
SETE . BURLASE T (%)= 2N 1 LB ~F-Hu i 7% £/
100)x100%

127 &asi H5 L KBERERRE G M H &
WIS & A Tris—HCI & #3 (20 mmol/L. NaCl,20
mmol/L Tris—HC1, 1 mmol/L. MDTT) | 43 %I FH &% &
JE 7 45 MPa B 6 IR di = 5 1 55 MPa & 5 X
Hl e i i J1 65 MPa 8% B8 4 ¥k, A 31 W, 4 D03 A
b — & T SDS-PAGE HLIK , #& H % 0 i e A 1
(A ) VR, W T s R B ST AT R R 2
Br, M5 EAEERBEERZ M’ (pH 7.8,20
mmol/L Tris—HCI) V- 2 #r 4% , LA 1 mL/min i 3 |
BE MG 10,3050 ,100 mmol/L PR M 36 i, 358 A i

FH 5 GG I A4S AE SRS 0 e 4 O B0 6 5 éF S R A 4
AR5 BIRE SR LA 1 mL/min (49 58 5T B A0 ek | %
FEERAMG IS LA I, 43 A % 0.1.,0.2.0.3.,0.4
0.5 mol/L NaCl % 20 mmol/L Tris—HCI fF > ¥ it 2%
I IR s O I, S 2 2R ARG I A AE A A 4R
Jit U

1.2.8 MM EH ZHEBEAMNZ WY RN ¥
fifi V) 22 vh ¥ (25 mmol/L Tris—HC1,pH 7.8,1 mmol/L
CaCl,,0.1 % Tween—20,1 mmol/L DTT) 5 £ i3 i% ¥y
Je BOARE SRR 1:9 TR -G 35], He BRI 2 i 2 1 ok 3
A EX il AR KBS, 1H IR 25 CEEYI 12 h, K1)
Jei BB b SE A SR MR | B 2 B SR B RN A R A
2 WA B W AT sephadexG-50 BE K2 AT, 43 15 i
SRSHEEK, WA EETK, WiEN 1 ml/
min, K7 P4 280 nm , WCHE PR MG, WA AT 2 11 1R
5 FAE 2 A 5t T A ) i PR RS 56 T G S5 Il b 1k
Xof Jo B2 I M HEA TN E

Native TTT GTG AAC CAA CAC CTG TGC GGC TCA CAC CTG GTG GAA GCT CTC TAC CTA GTG TGC GGG
Optimized TTC GTT AAC CAG CAC CTG TGC GGT TCT CAC CTG GTT GAA GCT CTG TAC CTG GTT TGC GGT
1 F v N @ H L ¢ 6 & H L v E A L Y L V C G
Native GAA CGA GGC TTC TTC TAC ACA CCC AAG ACC CGC CGG GAG GCA GAG GAC CTG CAG GTG GGG

Optimized GAA CGT GGT TTC TTC TAC ACC CCG AAA ACC CGT CGT GAA GCT GAA GAC CTG CAG GTT GGT
21 E R 6 F F Y T p K T R R E A E D L Q@ V G

Native CAG GTG GAG CTG GGC GGG GGC CCT GGT GCA GGC AGC CTG CAG CCC TTG GCC CTG GAG GGG
Optimized CAG GTT GAA CTG GGT GGT GGT CCG GGT GCT GGT TCT CTG CAG CCG CTG GCT CTG GAA GGT
41 Q v E 1L 6 6 G P G A G S L Q@ P L A L E G

Native TCC CTG CAG AAG CGT GGC ATT GTG GAA CAA TGC TGT ACC AGC ATC TGC TCC CTC TAC CAG
Optimized TCT CTG CAG AAA CGT GGT ATC GTT GAA CAG TGC TGC ACC TCT ATC TGC TCT CTG TAC CAG
61 s L K R 6 I V E Q@ ¢ C T s I € S§ L Y Q

Native CTG GAG AAC TAC TGC AAC TAG
Optimized CTG GAA AAC TAC TGC AAC TAA
81 L E N Y C N =

1 ANRBEEERFISRHERFIBELE

Fig. 1 Comparison of native and optimized PI gene sequence

TR igase ¥E 4%, S Al MON BT ¥
LR ANy e

W1 gfdL B RE LYk 45 5 % BULE 290 bp 4b A i i
21 EEEE 5 (AN 2(a) BT ) , 5 T4 90 A0 3 DR R /N e A

B A B TR E (LR ) AR AR AR S A S A B SEE B2 5 pMD18-T
e 22 UL IR 5 | 0 B AT BE MR AL AR JE (T T4 M L B LK AT T JM109, #9545 8] pMD18-PI
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R o X2 R HE AT U] (AN 2(b) i ), 45 5%
FEH PL IR T 1% 28] pMD18-T 2k I, ¥ ks
% Z AR I 2w AT

2000
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()
bp M 1 2 3 4

2000
1000

M: DL2000 DNA marker; 1-4: pMD18-PUFCRL U U1~ 4)
(b)

B 2 pMDI18-PI Jiu#i 42 ik B F ik
Fig. 2 Construction of replication plasmid pMD18-PI

F1’
= ELF2ES B4 FS FS FT_ / PMDIS-T
2692 bp

Rl R2 R3 R4 RS R6 R7 4=
Phosphorylation & ligation | pPCR R7

PI gene
290 bp

l

Amp

EcoR T

E 3 pET32-PI &k H ke
Fig. 3 Construction of the expression vector pET32-PI

22 HARERMHHBE

X} pMD18—PI il pET32a (+) 438 Kpn I 5
EcoR T #E47 XU U) AL 3 | 12 a1 i | B K /R 290 bp
) PTEE R R BELA 2 5 900 bp #9 pET32a(+) 4Pk A
Bt, JFdif T4 DNA Ligase i % % 1515 21 5 41 JFki:
(N 3 i), 3427 W e AR R AT i IM109 , 7E 9t
PRS- A b Pk IR P e B T 7 o 8 TS 3 1 i 2 o
BEIEAT PCRCUNIE 4 TR ) R iy 56 5 | e 20459 51 3%
ik ik pET32-PI,

E 4 pET32-PI G4l PCR WiE4 R
Fig. 4 PCR results of pET32-PI
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54, 0.6 mmol/L IPTG 55 ;5. 0.8 mmol/L 1] IPTG 5 & ; M.
A 6 B 1 3 BT i Marker

E5 ARERKXKEMIPTGC ZEMNENEARENEZMN
Fig. 5 Effect of the different IPTG density on target

protein expression

23 FEXRE

#5235 Uk pET32-PI 5% A BL21, Bk HURA 1 7%
HATERAEERIE, oA EERE R 0.2,
0.4.0.6.0.8 mmol/L ¥ IPTG #17iESF £, 4EE
P IPTG ¥ JE M 0.2 mmol/L F] 0.6 mmol/L & H £ ik
RN, 1M 0.6 mmol/L 5 0.8 mmol/L Bf ik
HZEARK, WILEE 0.6 mmol/L IPTG 1E Hik 5%
KB (& 5 PR ), EALR T 25,28 .32.37 C
PEAT IR AR B 2 R (K 6(a)), 45 R L AL 25
CHI 28 CH5FRIAM Al G A AEFE T L3S,
MAE 32 CHARM FifFRIEN, FL =W H
AR DLVE T 5 7E 37 CiEF3RIAN, RIBMALS & A
KR BAEDIIE S . 7 30 CHAA FiEFRIK, 45
RFIR YA A L (B 6(b)), HFEiA G
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9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 M
= S 66.2%10°
B R R = 45.0710°
35.0x10°

--—---

- . 25.0x10°
L 184x10°
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M. 2R (URBRUER 43 T it Marker; 1 SR 2. 25 CASBHIG
B3l 3.25 CESMEIRULE; 4.28 CHSFMHIT LIT; 5.28 Cif
FRBIRULIE; 6.32 CHIMEIG L5 7. 32 CRFMEIFIE;
8.37 CHFMIAE L5 9. 37 Ciff FRERFUIE.

(@

M 1 2 3 4
66.2x103 g
45.0x10° - o I
35.0x10% = LR
- _—
25.0x10° =

'
18.4x10° [
14.4x10° = '_":. —~

M. & [ fiMarker; 195507 2.30 CIEF)E; 3.30 CHERE Ll
4.30 CHEFIRVLIE.
(b)
E6 AREEFSHENEARIENTI
Fig. 6 Effect of different temperature on target protein

expression

24 RNEEE

KIGAT B B e fe i b R B 240 F 44K 5.5 h,
Ao BVIE 28 2247, BEBTINAE S/ IPTG 157175
T, FHES w025 24,4 h 5 Agow 152 58
FeA o JE kX A TR TP B AR B R AR PRI K,
MAEE 11 h 5 Bob R E MR 95 %, RKUIZERIL
JORLAE KM AT B b O E T B m AR e M
25 EA4L

£ & M % 20 mmol/L. NaCl.pH 7.8 .1 mmol/L
DTT .20 mmol/L Tris—HCI £ 2% v, & 7157
PR 450 550,650 MPa JEA7 8 5 , & BLAE fix i JE
7124 650 MPa M4 4 I, Rk ALAE A 2% L
W MR A RE SR S R a4k PR 22 v
W B 10.30.50 100 mmol/L BRIEERE Wi 53k
J W 32E 1T SDS-PAGE Lk, 45Kl 8 Fiw 10
mmol/L KM% JI B A &8 43 H B 2 B e B T >k 30
mmol/L WKW JL-T- 43k T A+ iy H 8 1,50
55 100 mmol/L WKM7 RS H 198 AR MEBTE T,
IR 30 mmol/L KM AT PR BE N FL UK KR F |, 28
R AZMT IR B & A & DR, T i —
AR AL B PR R SR RZ BT IS AORE A & B AT
Qb B il B 7 3 B TRk 44k, S TR & NaCl

VEME, N 0.1 mol/L T4 Bir Be e it , 1 %) It e it e
B, W 9 BT, Lh 0.2 mol/L #e ¥ NaCl Y Mt i 48
SNBSS BORT ik f s, s (E 0 0.8, Fe 44 B 4l i
B R E E RN
4 3 2 1 M
- 66.2x10°
45.0x10°
T 35.0x10°
S—25.0x10°
—18.4%10°
—14.4%10°
1. 10 mmol/L BKMEPE MR ;2. 30 mmol/L WK M 3E i ;3. 50 mmol/L
WKL ;4. 100 mmol/L WK UE I s M.ZE 11 Marker
7 FEFEM R ER S SDS-PAGE ik E
Fig. 7 Analysis of SDS -PAGE on step —wise affinity

elution samples

09r 405

0.8}

07k 04 =

0.6} £
£ 05f 403 :3;}(
<04} %

03 02 =

- Z.

0.2} =

o1l 401 8

0 1 1 1
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BEBLAR/mL
B 8 B F3HE MR i 2

Fig. 8 Step—wise elution curves of ion exchange
2.6 Western Blot £ &

Fe ol AL 5 19 1P B 2R U H R A 22 SDS-PAGE
HLUK 5% = PVDF 5, DL BB A9 8 38 B e B 4t
TRAE R —Bt, BERRBE (Ap) bRic i EHUIK L 1gG 1R N
“ i tT Western Blot EF3E 434 . W&l 9 s, B8 H
J S BE BN B PVDF A0 B S A 26l I R W o
M PTEAM LSRR, HItaifbi 26 PI &
A SR
2.7 EBiEANME

Fe oL 5 B9 IR & 3R R 1 EX 25 BR it 4R
b I B R bR 4% | AR IR i K A IR 05 2% i 3
B RUAPE R R . VEL IS AN AT 10 B BEEJZE B
HH BRI e, VAT S — 1 O Mt e I Oy R N T
By WA, A B Al B R 5 R S Rk, A
73 B Al AR S AR i 2 b at T 1 D) i R AG: 56 BT T A
PR W 12 0 1B I 24 PEHEAT IS L AT A5 R N 1 mL
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it R B B R TR S 92 WU, ik W AE 25 i ) 45 14
Bl AT IR B R AR A

B 9 Western Blot #iIE A PI &1
Fig. 9 Western Blot analysis of the recombinant PI

| 3 & i

Bl DR 69T 25 WA AR 22 Bl T BB PR A /h T
SRR PN B B 4 0 Bk = T Y T LA B R K 2
Wy i6 9T T B DR 14 40 15 5 A% 25 W0 5 11 BB PR g
SR B R B = I AR B IR,
1M e 8 2% AW PR (936 97 HR A A 2 R R Y M
A R B IT AR5 o AR %0 NI 3R D S R A7

AZSU nm

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

t/min
E10 EmyEEKEmEL
Fig. 10 Profile of Sephades G -50 gel chromatography
after enterokinase

Wk, 5 pET32a(+) BukiiZ 2 5 L8 7% HE
FERIAFFE BL21 T s o) 335, 1E & X & 2 R
FEH A SRR AT TR R, KT I
T B RIS R R0 Wk B O3 i o RN 2 BT RS A e )R
BT B T AL A i e 5 2 R AR T, B Y Al Ak
Jo &% 38 2835 D0 BAT — g W Z TR . AERE R
il £ o A v T R v R AR R S AR AR [ B
oAt PR 2R (R 5 ) T BORE i rP o o R B R A T
PERY SR A J5 AT UG e 5 2% it R ik (2 2 10 4
Pl 2 0 — 2 R R LU 1B 5 25 A0 v B R e 1k
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