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Construction of Recombinant Saccharomyces cerevisiae for
Production of S—Aminolevulinic Acid

ZHANG Junli'?, KANG Zhen'?*, QIAN Shengdong'?, QIU Ling'?, CHEN Jian'?, DU Guocheng™?
(1. Key Laboratory of Industrial Biotechnology , Ministry of Education, Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China;
2. School of Biotechnology, Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China )

Abstract: 5-aminolevulinic acid (ALA),a naturally occurring non-protein amino acid,has been
widely applied in the industry of medicine and agriculture. To construct a recombinant
Saccharomyces cerevisiae for production of ALA,genes heml! cloned from S. cerevisiae and hemA
cloned from Rhodobacter spheroides 2.4.1 encoded ALA synthase of C4 pathway was
overexpressed ,respectively. Meanwhile, glutamyl-tRNA reductase (encoded by hemA) and
glutamate-1-semialdehyde aminotransferase (encoded by heml.) ,the key enzymes of C5 pathway
from Escherichia coli were also overexpressed. The result demonstrated that overexpression of hem!
was more beneficial to the production of ALA,327.6 mg/L. Moreover, genes heml ,hemA and hemlL
were co-overexpressed,resulting recombinant strain IN-PY1AL. The production of ALA was 525.8
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mg/L with addition of precursor glycine and succinic acid. This realized the biosynthsis of ALA in

S. cerevisiae.

Keywords: 5-aminolevulinic acid,C4 pathway,C5 pathway, ALA synthase,Saccharomyces cerevisiae

5-% Fk L BE N IR (5—aminolevulinic acid, ALA),
VB — R RIRAFAE T a0 L sh ) KA W) 558
PO HLARTE 20 i b i AR R R U R, SR Il &
SR HEE R By, SFME AL S Y O RT IR B
ALA A %4 PV FE i Vb LA R IR B AH 25 1
SR o R VA E | g R Al I E /S
S EEAFTEM A% ALA & B, 412 C4 &A%
(Shemin pathway) #l C5 i&42, Hrp C4 &2 2 7TE
5-& K LW R A B (5 —aminolevulinic acid
synthase, ALAS) MWITERT, M1k H 20 F3% 51t -
CoA /EJN ALA, FEZAFAE TG MA (W35 40w
) VELE IS A i, C5 AR AAAE T ALY (e
LA b (s A s 55 ) A "R 4l = AP B
FORE A I ALA AL 3547 A BE—tRNA 5 18 (GluRS,
gltX FEH g ) | A 2 B -tRNA & i f (GIuTR,
hemA JENZifth) M A BRI (GSA-AM,
heml, % K 4 iy )10

HAT ALA T2l fhoiik i, (A i F A
WAFAETE Z )R 101 AR R AR W) R A 7 ALA
E OB PR ] AT 2 2 ALA D6 A
20 T S BREL A0 B 5 75 7 M O O v R RO 28
KB AEEAL  ALA /97 fEIA E] 27.5 mmol /L5,
Bl TG A8 A K R R P HORA B, AN i
AR Tl A A= 7, Bl B TR R 1Y A
#, Van der Werf 55 LA KW 18 i 400, i 2h 4
BT ORUE T BRELAN B A9 ALAS, 383 V8 I At 44
Ji, ALA P2 i ik 3] 22.0 mmol/L¥, B 5 3T C4 & 4%
F14 2 200 AL A 7 ALA BORITSE N ALA 5 R U
T 20 LR B A 8 IR A S R SR A
7 AT, ALA J7 A #] 56.0 mmol/LI™, Kang
A3l L A A KB AT I CS e ny e AL, R ik
L) HE LR hemA F hemL , SEFL T VLA 26 Wy
R AR ALAPY RS RAT 10 1 0 A 3 il 21 2R
B RGERNIEEN, LMt KK hemD 1 hemF F
, M T ALA i — 2R, AR
hemA ,hemL jhemD 1 heml W ,ALA J" &5 T
25%™,

PR T T S A M A O W, R R

2y i WA B ZE B 25 A € N GRAS (Generally
recognized as safe) 911> R PR 56 PR 20 Y
T 1996 458 R, Hoist % 1 5 AR BURHIE 0 B 4
B ERAE T H G, BA e 5 I LA i T 6E, 53
A T RE AR A T WA R R B AR AR
7 B YA 7 ) 1 B, O AT B A T 2 R T
BB RRE ), W LT R R A T, A
1981 4 Hitzemom 55 HI BRI % BF D) ik AT =
DAORPS A FR B RE b © R R GK T 2 B A% A
A AR B 1 B B AR

ALA TERSPE 5 T 68 B & 7] — R A48 5 2
% 2,5-(B-HR LA ) "R L R | M%) R — 25
AN AL AR AR I 2,5 (B—IR & BE ) kg | T DLk
P b A% h 5 4ERF pH TERRME S5 1F LA4E SR ALA FUE
D] I A 3 PR VS TR ALA HLA I A 3 13 1k
PEFRI I B O 1 EAM, DL C4 A CS iAol Bh il iz
PR AR 7 12 4 A TG 197 ) TR TR R, 9T LA
FEMIE IR ALA BRE ST, R ALA B R
BE TR AR AL T LA

1 #rSE

1.1 ##

111 & #k A Ak KW # Escherichia coli
JM109 o WR W % Saccharomyces  cerevisiae
INVscl: i/ BF 76 96 96 2 fR 80, R BR 40 40 1
Rhodobacter spheroides 2.4.1; W4T 1 [E Tk 3449
PR DR B B R0 (CICC) o HoHP L coli IM109 I T
J5URE 4 2 AR AF LA S C5 i 72 K hemA F1 heml
M1 S, cerevisiae INVscl 1 R 18 F 410 5F FH T
P74 G i ALAS 19 heml & F RIS 3 7 ADHI,
R. spheroides 2.4.1 J] T4 14 4% ALAS ) hemA %k
R, ASBIETE BT HT AR AR SR 3 3] 91 13 1 Lk 2,
112 £% T A#fX A PrimeSTAR DNA R &
filp [DNA % i filf 852 85 #5108 & . 1 T TaKaRa
Ny BRI VI PCR =4 15 RIS ) 8 &
Bt alifb i 77 & . W F Thermo Fisher 24 7 ; &% &
TR SRR HAR ORETR YNB R R UL
R D 20 A BORGR & W T R A AR A IR
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Table 1 Strains used in this study

Escherichia coli TM109 endA 1 glnV44 thi—1 relA1 gyrA96 recA1 A(lac—proAB) el4— [F'iraD36 proAB+ fE# B tE
laclq lacZ AM15] hsdR17(rK~ mK*) SLEE
Saccharomyces cerevisiae INVscl ~ MATa his3A1 leu2 trp1-289 ura3—52/MA Tex his3AI leu2 trp1-289 ura3-52 3 i 6 55 4 =

Rhodobacter spheroides 2.4.1 Y A= T R CICC
IN-PY S. cerevisiae INVscl harboring pY26 AR5

IN-PY1 S. cerevisiae INVscl harboring pY26-hem! NG

IN-PYA S. cerevisiae INVscl harboring pY26-hemA E NS

IN-PYAL S. cerevisiae INVscl harboring pY26-hemA'~hemlL NG
IN-PYALI1 S. cerevisiae INVscl harboring pY26—hemA'—hemL—-ADH1-hem1 EN R

T chemA (R FKIET E. coli %t C5 ik 1% GluTR MI3EH hemA , DL 5K UEF R. spheroides 2.4.1 4fih C4 i 1% ALAS [ 3L A
hemA X3, N,

2 AHEFETAE RN
Table 2 Plasmids used in this study

pMD19 Amp", pMB1 ori, lacZ operator TaKaRa
pY26 Amp®, pMB1 ori, 2 micron ori, TEF promoter, GPD promoter VE& P AE 250 %
pY26-heml pY26 containing heml from S. cerevisiae INVscl EN G
pY26-hemA pY26 containing hemA from R. spheroides 2.4.1 AT
pY26—hemA'—hemlL pY26 containing hemA and heml from E. coli EN TR
pY26-hemA'—hemL—ADH1-heml pY26—hemA'—heml containing heml from S. cerevisiae INVscl E N
Al 3 AR T Oxoid 22 7 5 5-2 5 £ 1t BOEHEBURL pY26 J3 31 TEF J&5, 743 Bk pY26-

IR . W4T Sigma—Aldrich 2 ] 5 HoAth 3 551 35 5 [ 7~
I3 BTt

113 35 AAEiin LB EHRE(JL) . KE
FI i 10, BEEEFY 5.0,NaCl 10 [f 4 55 38 3L 40 2.0
g/dL R s AR 40 75 ZE AN I & i B IR 100 pg/mlLL 1)

AEEE

/\o

YNB #3555 5 (o/L) < Hi A BE 20, BiliR &% 5.0,
YNB 1.7,pH 5.6~6.0; [l &35 5 245000 2.0 o/dL 3¢
BE; MR TE LU IMA BT R B 50 pg/mL 1522
M HATR AR .

YPD & BEH: 37 ik (/L) #I A 20, BERERY 10,
JEE AR 1 R 20, AR HEAE B I H 2= f2 1.5, 38R 2.0,
1.2 EWHX
121 FTaRAey M ARSCH T8k I
15T 3,

1) FikL pY26-heml BI#J . DL S. cerevisiae
INVscl FEP A N BARD™ 1Y heml JEPH | L4 Notl #l
Bl BRI BT A5, B B VD43 200 hem i B Fr

heml , WK 1(a),

2) ik pY26-hemA Ff . LA R. spheroides
2.4.1 FERH P 1 hemA FeN, HE£E Notl Fl
Hpal FE 4 BEDI AL A5, K Bl U A5 2 (9 hemA JEH K
B OB pY26 5 311 TEF J5, 13315k pY26-
hemA , WL 1(b).

3) R KL pY26—hemA' —heml W . LA E. coli
JM109 K 20}y 8 4R 53 51 97 3 hemA T heml %&
P, B SacTl F1 BglIT BR824 A V) 47 o, K5 Al D) 4
1Y hemA I R Bei% 4% i ki pY26 JH 3h F TEF
Ja  AF B R pY26-hemA' , TEBL SN 1, FH Spel FI
Smal WP PR BT A7 6 K BT 15 2] heml
[H R B3 32 UKL pY26—hemA ' 5 317 GPD & , 15 3
JURL pY26—hemA ' —heml, , Wl 2,

4) JEHL pY26—hemA’'—hemL—ADH1-heml [FH4
. W T RO pY26 A BRI BRI, LLBORL
pY26—hemA ' N HEAl  Jo ik i Be ADH1-heml , 3%
FEIE hemL o 1 55 LA TRIPG 1o 1: k DR) 2H A A4l 23 il
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Table 3 Primers used for plasmids construction in this study

5194 Fx F51(5'-3")

pY26—heml
heml F GCGGCCGCTACACAATGCAACGCTCCATTTTTGC
heml R AGATCTTTACTGCTTGATACCACTAGAAACCTC
pY26-hemA
hemA F GCGGCCGCTACACAATGGACTACAATCTGGCACTCG
hemA R GTTAACTTAGGCAACGACCTCGGC
pY26—hemA'—hemlL
hemA' F CCGCGGTACACAATGACCCTTTTAGCACTCGG
hemA' R AGATCTTTACTCCAGCCCGAGGCTGTC
hemL F ACTAGTTACACAATGAGTAAGTCTGAAAATCTTTACAGCG
heml R CCCGGGCCTAGGTTACAACTTCGCAAACACCCG
pY26-hemA'-hemL—ADH1-heml
hemL F ACTAGTTACACAATGAGTAAGTCTGAAAATCTTTACAGCG
hemlL R CCCGGGTTACAACTTCGCAAACACCCG
ADHI F GAATTCGAGGGTTGACTACATCACGATGA
ADHI1 R CTCGAGCGGCGCGGATCCTGAGATAGTTGATTGTATGCTTGGTAT
heml F GGATCCTACACAATGCAACGCTCCATTTTTG
heml R CTCGAGTTACTGCTTGATACCACTAGAAACC

TE: T AACRM DI AT

P4 2 B SRS BT ADHL R4 hS ALAS (1) 5
K heml, Lk pMD19 Ky # AR 2 % ADH1-heml , b J5
HI EcoRT Al Xhol 54~ BR il 14 Al ) 437 £ K 2 pY 26— N
hemA'~ADH1-heml , X )5 '3% Spel il Smal FH175 \ J
2N heml, F BLilb AT H:,, 1920 5UR pY26—hemA '~
hemL—ADH1-hemI , WL 3, Fﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁi’] 2 P
BHEIE A

hemA'

pY26-hemA’

TEF promoter

hem1 hemA
Amp

GPD promoter oMB1 GPD promoter
TEF promoter \ TEF promoter

pY26-hemA

2 JRH pY26-hemA'-hemL ¥ T2 E
Fig. 2 Schematic of plasmid construction pY26-hemA’ -
hemL
122 BREMFHLRETAWE LS & HR
Invitrogen A A $& L 1Y LiAc/SS-DNA/PEG 2 il £ Bk
i A 4 , T 5 2
1 %R ALAS B2 E heml 7 hemA Fhitg g 12 E HRES B SA, Fe L E L Eﬁﬁ’{ﬁﬁ
Fi . . . . FER ) YNB e BEVE-A, RA5 B AL AL T2 W
ig. 1 Schematic of plasmids construction with genes

encoded ALAS. pY26—heml , pY26-hemA 7 PCR s,
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B3 HERECAMCSBEXEERRNEETEE
Fig. 3 Schematic of plasmids construction for co —
expression of genes in the co—expression C4 and

C5 pathway

K KT 8 37 4140 37 °C,220 r/min 5554
12 h,

2] PR R 5 R 7 PRI IR TE B Y I RE

AL TP T YNB AR SR 3 rp 7E 28 °C 220 1/min
FAF T HFR 36 h, 4% 10%H R R BV 807 42 2 YPD
Rigi e 28 °C 220 r/min F 1555 48 h,
123 BREREA ALA 890 & B IR I E
2 CE 40 OD {H ) < 2R IR /KR & T B 31 &
W& A, i UV-1700 43 % % B 31 (Shimadzu,
Kyoto,Japan)7£ 600 nm &b 7 WA

ALA (300 58 R L k30 1 500 R 5 A
12 000 v/min 50> 2 min, K¢ M40 175 T35 2 7
BT R B 300 L, 43l A 400 wL (4 B2 B
G (82 ¢ TLIK L RN 57 mL (UK 1 K &
A1 L)M 35 wL 09 ZBEN B, 7229 5 I 15 min,
BHEZE, A Modified Ehrlich’s reagent i 7
(1.0 g X~ FEE P EE 5 8.0 mL /Y 70% 11 55 &
iR VK O R E %5 2 50 mL) S 10 min, SR J5 1 554
nm A0 5E WG B AR 4l ALA/ODSS54 (1) 5 i 1 26 11
BALA (R B
1.2.4 ALA &8 B 7& ol 2 BOM R 20 M & 0
KIERAE 4 °C .12 000 r/min 514 F &0 2 min, U8
LA, ] 50 mmol/L 1Y Tris—HC1 28 #h i (pH 7.5)
RV TR T O i R TR A 7 AT R 2% R T R B 3
Bl X 1 B 40 B R 3 B A4 L4 °C (12 000 r/min 514 F
B0 5 min, WCHE FIEWROITHINE ALA A 8§ 00 BEE 77 .

ALA & Bl (9 B % 73 72 U8 237 CF 1 min A2 5%
1 wmol [ ALA T 75 9 i 12 o4 — AN Bl 1% 1 3037 (U)
AR € J7 Zan R AE 1 mL 59 50 mmol/L (1)
Tris—HCl 2 " (pH 7.5) ", f14E 0.1 mol/L A9 H %
fi% .0.2 mol/L fY 3% ¥11t —CoA . 1.0 mmol/L FY B % it
WA 50 L AORESS . 37 “C/KME 30 min J& A 150 pL.
AR B 20 10% — 5 £ R 2% 1k L, 12 000 r/min
TELD S min, BURVERINE ALA

| 2 =25t

21 B C4RRUERBEEZTAM ALA

WR B B B A b C4 AR OCHERE ALAS
MIBE heml, 5340, HRTRFFEEL) 2 12k 5 T
AU R BRZL AN T H A S ALAS (49 [ hemA 1837,
R AR FE ALA ROV BEREAN I, 7E S. cerevisiae
INVscl H35ilid #9585 A SRR HE D hem i FIE
I8 R. sphaeroides 2.4.1 WP hemA, % %¢ ALA
A AL, Z5 R VL 4, AR BRI RE S A ALA
(2 PR ALAS (15D SR U

400 - B XTI

350 mEE SIS /L HAURAN2.0 /LYEHIER
5 30
g 250
@ 200
% 150
—
< 100

50

0

IN-PY1
bR

B4 AEEGTEHARBEESSH ALA BER

Fig. 4 ALA production of the recombinant S. cerevisiae

with precursors or not

I 4 TR R R B ALA R AR
b FIKARFKE M ALAS J5 ,ALA P~ BB A — &
A B o TR IS 0 A BH R M BE R JS  ALA
o i R AR Rk A BRI heml S
ALA F=i i, N 327.6 mg/L, = T35 R. sphaeroides
2.4.1 3£ hemA 1 301.8 mg/L, 4543 4 1 ALAS
BTG AT LA hem ] BED i 9 ALAS #9361
hemA FEH 2Tt i) ALAS , SCHR I BRI 7 BE A28 Bk
LLANEDR IR ALA & BRI Y H 2R 1 K, {8705
A 3.0 mmol/L F1 8.33 mmol/L, 15 FH T 75 f 5 > 5 1)
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ALA £ M X5 JI6 ) 149 55 A BG 288 Bk 20 40 TR R TR 1Y
ALA 45Tl BN i LA 6 R 7 1 BE R R A hem ] &
KAE NN —H7E S. cerevisiae INVscl HHELTE C4 &
AR ALA 75 5Ll
4 AEEALARBEEST ALAS BiE
Table 4 Activity of ALAS with different recombinants

ALAS B /U
IN-PY 3.58+0.02
IN-PY1 25.31+1.03
IN-PYA 13.58+0.97

22 @ C5 BEMEMREBESAMN ALA

TE TR B AR 20 M e AN &8 ALA &8 C5 &
17, WERRBAE R AT E C5 iAerh, 200 th L
hemA F1 hemL A% GluTR 1 GSA-AM J& & 45
MG, O TAEBRN BRI A C5 G NE
BEAE T R AF o A JE DK hemA Fl heml 7E BT
Wbk rh 3k, 7 A ALA (98 U 0L, 25 R WAL 5,

16 - 1400
14L ~2° OB (IN-PYAL)

=1 ALA (IN-PYAL) — 1 1
ol 1 1300 ~

¥ I Sl

10 | /} {250 &
g T =1
a 8t T 1200 I8
o / £
L {150 5

<

T
+ T

|_=_|| 1 1 1 1 1 1 O
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
M) /h
B5 RECSERXEHBNMEBRSERKMEN ALA B
AL
Fig. 5 Effect of key enzymes of C5 pathway on cell

growth and ALA production in S. cerevisiae

A PIE Y, RIR I A hemA Fl hemlL J5 ,ALA 7=
AR, 2802 mg/L, (AR T RIEENR
heml it ALA )75 R A AR 2 2120, i T
C5 & MR B R R A &R, e — M Fw
TG, 25 40 M v A7 A A 2 R I T TP T B 2 M 2
FR RS AR W A 5 A 2 5 A A
AR, HRIK C5 A R RYSE A R T —
A EIR AT T R TR B A E R, — o
JE BT AR,
23 ZHE CAMC5 REBUSIRBERTGE M ALA

HAl, & BTE Euglena gracilis #1Scenedesmus
obliquus spp. " [FIEHAEAE C4 Fl C5 &A™, T i —

A4 v TG TR BB B ALA [ RE T, 76 50 it C4
C5 B4 ALA /LRl T 8 C4 A1 CS P&k is 48
2E 4 TE S, cerevisiae INVscl 4l A 33 38 4018 C4
AR K HERE ALAS (%) 25 F hem1 14565 C5 i& 48
FR i GluTR A1 GSA—-AM 1) % K hemA 1 heml. ,
3T 3 O BRI TR A M A R ALA B A S e
R ILE 6,

24 4600
—a— OD

2 e BRI " 4500 _
N —a— ALA =
216} {400 2
= =
s¥ 12l 1300
52 :
g | £ 4200 <
% <

Z 4l o {100

o Y

. . . . . 0
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
i [E] /h

Bl6 HRZCAMCS ERXEMYURBEBEITERKMEN
ALA § %
Fig. 6 Effect of key enzymes of C4 and C5 pathway on

cell growth and ALA production in S. cerevisiae
Hi T C4 F1 C5 3@ A% 9 ACSHHA [ I 1) ALA /9
A, PRI IHGRE X T 2% iR AR A LI 45 A T — R [ i
B FRBE PN T BRI B, B AR A — s R B
WA 20 AN TCA B35, (M N AR A B4R v,
A H) T A R A A0 R AR ALA JALA 7R R
525.8 mg/L,

R

R TP R 1 Sy B0 B A% R, B M T R
E MBI G2 Tz AR R R T R AR R
Mo TR BEE A AR ER Y R R
S H B A UL FT A 0 R R
B, 45 Ff oA VR 1 Ak 75 400 30 7 1 TR T B S B T A
Y& B AR Y AP0 FEARTF ST Qg TR
F B ALA (1 4 Bl i% 18 7 TR e 1k B s i 1
ALA & B8, T B2 B A O 2 2 W T A R
ALA,—ERE LY R T ALA B0 M, (0= &
DS BAR ATy 5 B AE 5> T ot , A i 48 10 fb B 8%
Fi S AR 4R ) A5 7 TR AT 3R G 43 TR O LA i — 2B 42
1o TR T RE A B ALA AR BIF 9% 50 36 TR PG 1 B A= 7
ALA Xt B A ) A LAk & 90 55 5 T B B 9E A
H R X,
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