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Key Limiting Factors for the Whole—Cell Synthesis of N—Acetyl Neuraminic
Acid by Recombinant Escherichia coli

ZHU Deqiang, ZHAN Xiaobei", WU Jianrong, ZHENG Zhiyong, ZHAQ Zhongsheng, WANG Yongyuan
(Key Laboratory of Carbohydrate Chemistry and Biotechnology , Ministry of Education, Jiangnan University , Wuxi
214122, China)

Abstract: We constructed a recombinant Escherichia coli which could synthesize NeuSAc with
exogenous GIcNAc as sole substrate in previous work. Various nitrogen and carbon sources were
used to investigate their effects on the production of NeuSAc,and the key limiting factors in
fluencing the whole process were revealed. It was shown that the increase of NeuB activity could not
improve the NeuSAc yield and the NeuB activity was not the limiting factor. The intracellular PEP
was supposed to be the limiting factor for NeuSAc production. The intracellular PEP was saved and
shifted to the synthesis of NeuSAc by adjusting the nitrogen source and restraining the cell growth. In
addition, by using glycerol as sole carbon source which was PTS-independent, NeuSAc synthesis in
the glycerol/nitrogen-free medium reached (4.42 £0.08) g/L,10.3 times higher than the initial
synthesis conditions.

Keywords: sialic acid, Neu5Ac, phosphoenolpyruvate , GIcNAc, whole-cell catalysis
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I Y% iR (Sialic acid ) J&—2& & A 9 Mk i1 IF
FLAT I 5 45 4 ) R T R, R ks R,
RGN 5-FH-3,5- A -D-Hh-D-—FF. T
PR IV P9 e 9 J2 rh Blix A1 KlenK MUAT R Bkt 55
PR OB R R B R Y, B 3-ME A -D—TH i -
D 2L T-F % (KDN) 19 & B, e Y 1% 114 5 A5 290
JB L eS RIE B AR T 50 R0, MR R AE AR
Rty iz, Z2RMTIEH ) KL pE
W YA 2 R o R 20 R B 2 T M B 1 R iy, 7E 48 JELRY
B A5 1% T R L b S5 A 3 2 b ol B AR
FHPI, N—Z P il 22 2% (NeuS Ac ) 2 B UL 1) — Fof e
TR, 2 22 P el R 5 R T AR A o, 5 N 2 ft
S5 22 U195 NeuS Ac 1 J2: B0 25 24 9 1) T 7F mi 1A
Y%, 697 HINT AT HSNT 7, 1E4h, NeuSAc
WAHMRKWESRNE, EeftE 2L RKNAEE ,
Xof 2 R 7 LI 3 Rk S AT R A

TERT R F T b FRATA 2 T — R 20 KA FF
(E. coli SA-04/pDTrc-AB), i it GleNAc—2-
epimerase(bAGE )91 sialic acid synthase(cNeuB )"
1) 4k ik GleNAc 5 % iz i & 48 9 18 i LA &
NeuS5Ac 7 i ACH & A2 1 e B, (45 1% 5 41 K W #F
W REE DL N B IR I e N IR (PEP) SHRE &Lk
I8, UL GleNAc B — W), A= W16 A& i NeuSAc;
[, 3k b T 4% G0 4 M A Ak 5 B NeuSAc 75 B8R i
NI (pyruvate ) R EREEG , HLAG TR K455 FIIRBE A 4f
g,

FE 2 2 KM b 5 SR ok B b FRATT R B
PR A K I P9 il M R R 3R = KO- T NeuSAc
B R HBAL . B, AR ST DL 4K A
E. coli SA-04/pDTrc—AB X5, H 54 W) {34
5% v 1 e Y A R0 UR X 2H K B A R AR BT NeuSAc
A AR, 53T NeuSAc A AL FE P AY P 78 G
Bl 1 PR 25, LA 309 S 0 20 K AT AT o R B A
Neu5Ac,

iR M

1.1 E#RAIK

HEHKGFTE E. coli SA-04/pDTre—AB H A 5L
R ERTH TAET M. Ll E. coli K-12 MG1655
Sooth & MR, RBR IR AL P nagE %R
manXYZ nanATEK F& W % , IF % &k E +
Campylobacter jejuni NCTC 11168 1 ) neuB &

(cneuB) FNE T Anabaena sp. CH1 ) AGE % A
(bage) 5B F pTree99a FAK , 435N & tre J& 8h T
SCELT 2 AERTE R BT R P Ry Rk

NeuSAc AR A B Sigma—Aldrich A F]; HiAb
W H R E 2,
1.2 EW#HUE B NeuSAc it 12

XU B A= W e Ak & B NeuSAc T2 UL 1, B4
AR B, Rrduuk i LIS 3% S 5 IPTG,
5 N A 08 AR W B A B B R T R A Tk
A5 2V TN TIEY GleNAc 554k 15 37 5 | [F)
it 2 A 355 5 35 b R L 05 IR W 5 LA 4 R A0
e

R
(BRI

37 C
200 r/min

3h
A
s | e
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(LT IE)
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1 £HmEYFENXEK NeuSAc imEE
Fig. 1 Flow chart of whole—cell synthesis of NeuSAc
121 BHREKRE®E EREAEK B, TR
BN LB BRIk (AR IR 10 /L, BB S /L, Ak
910 ¢/L,pH 7.0), M %5 8 R (X E &K
J& 100 mg/L) , A0 F 500 mL #EHh , & T 37 C#E
PR (200 r/min) FRFFE KLY 3 h, 24 ODgy 35 5] 1.2 B},
TSI R CEZUBET IPTG) ZAEE 02 mmol/L,
GERGIEFE 4 h 5, ¥R T ks e
10 min, 2R J5 G (4 °C)8 000xg &5 0> 15 min, 74
VEW, B I A B ER K VR R AR 2 L FRER
122 A O B R ICHE B 00 AR EE R B R
F 50 mL 54 4L 55 35 3 (ODgo=15) , 5 # 2 500 mL 4
WREEHH , 4 IPTG 2R FE 0.2 mmol/L, T 37 CH##
JK 200 r/min $5 5%  Fe A0 15 IR 5 iy Ry #2070 o/L
5 H 9l 15 g/L,GleNAc 80 g/L,MgSO, 1.2 g¢/L,
K,HPO,-3H,0 25.0 g/L, ZIE W3 1,pH 7.0,
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Table 1 Nitrogen sources of catalysis medium

LS LIRS FUSR VR IE/ (/) | GleNAe iV IE/ (/L)
LB+5; 573k [Al LB H; 772k 5] LB $;773k 7] LB 5577 4 80
Typ i3 B e 11 5 80
IS ¥4k Gikhi it J1R e 4 80
F Gle Hi 3 A L 0 80
A B 2 R R 0 80

1.3 #SAE
131 Az ey Wi E 600 nm FK T
A R ' A R 0 A= i S 2H K A R 1 1 o i
5 A A 95 3G 2R 2 £ 1.0 ODgo=0.382 /L 4 il
TR,
132 Zamalesix RHEDSHEIE G250 ¢
RPN E | LAAR I3 19 2R 1 (BSA) bR 2R 11 4
(Pt ES
1.3.3 NeuSAc M & % % NeuSAc il i i 24 W AH
3% (5 LC2010a) M5 it FH 635 4 41 2R 24 W
#9 Aminex HPX-87H column (300 mm x 7.8 mm),
FEIR N 35 °C, s AN 5.0 mmol/L B R % i , i
9 0.6 mL/min, fH UV Ag Kl K2 196 nm,,
1.3.4 NeuB & Hal & 7%  (ERTHIK SRS R’
i1k B AGE By i& Mz & T NeuB, [t NeuB f9{%
PR/ NeuSAc 196 EA BRI, T =274
JR e SR b FRATTE S OCTE NeuB 193 M, Ho &
T T Ff R WEWORE S IR (4 °C) B0 (10 000 g,
5min), FHETEWRE, FHE0A WA BEER K D% 2
UK, FOHT R T A B AR K R R I A e
B .4 s; BASH ] .10 s 1A [E] .20 min) |, G IR 25
O WO 13 1 R R AR

NeuB 7 1 A ManNAc ] NeuSAc %% k3 R
FerE X, B IERZ (1.0 mL) A Tris-HCI 0.1 mol/L
pH 7.0,10 mmol/L. MnSO,,50 mmol/l. ManNAc,
50 mmol/L PEP, %51 20 L BE . K5 S Bk R BT
37 C/KHY 20 min J& , W /K#E 10 min £ 1BV . 1 min
AL A B 1 nmol NeuSAc Frs AR E XA 1 U,

(21 = e

21 WHMEEYEMLE R NeuSAc T2
BEAERKRHE, ZEIPTCG WIS T, BT
Anabaena sp. CH1 ) AGE %t [H (bage ) 1 J5 T

C. jejuni NCTC 11168 1) neuB (cneuB) 7F # 241 K
Pkt ek . fEAE AL B, AN GleNAc
1F bAGE WAL T, S ALTE B ManNAc; 4k 7E
cNeuB WELT , 5N PEP £ 5 NeuSAc®'Y, 7£
oA Wy e Ak o B R, R TR O Y AN IR N R R
(pyruvate ) HE45 s (A TG I AE ML N 9 PEP, N4k
Y EAL Iy Be M T AR TG, LA LB K% 37 28 0 SERE A
GleNAc 10 A4 W AL By Be i 15 9% 2 (R id h LB+3%
FrHE R 1 R ALK 2(a),

1A 0 2 Ak B B ) 0 0 B B, A g R L Y
NeuB I 14 £ 7 — 4~ 48 8 H el () N B, 53X ] fE
SRR RN R SUN L L Y R DAN iR A |
T, 4 A R 200 R A2 B0 5505 () B £ B A
HLE A ARBET S [RIA A 28 1 ks AR B 0 2 )
20 M P 5 MR VA S8 A T, TR UG TR B Ak i R ) 3
AR T BRI M R I, NeuSAc 20 35
o LD 4 h WIE N R, AP ALY NeuB W6
PR T (B 7E LI N, NeuSAc 1Y & BGH R 45
%, B BRI A0 A Wb B A 5 e i
{4 (0.38+0.08) g/L, Ml NeuB i&M7E 4 h )5 i 2%
T, 8 NeuSAc B 6 BGHE R AT R, H L F B
N E) 95 A5 2 W kB A B T 4y o — 3, PR
HEM ML A NeuB % PE AN J& NeuSAc G BRI S, 1M
ETIR Yk AE b4, b4 2 B0 T A A B
AR A
22 RIBEXEMEIEY AR NeuSAc K # T

REE KA B AR AT B i) 8 SR T,
PRIE NeuSAc A BUH T R 5 40 i AE K 22 i) i) I 7E
XA FR AT 30 0o 9 4 A AL R 77 3 b () RO R 2ROk 9
il TR R 0 AR RS 430 5 A HLAR (R AR 1 R )
TCHLA (B R B ) Ay 0 5 B 48 i 79 26 1 R NeuSAc 19
B FEARRE TR R ISR 1 TR,
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221 MEGHEAEA KR E A KA E S R
NeuSAc 8% @ DL Typ 35 5% 5AE N e Ak 55 57 H mf
ML B2 WL 2(b) . 5 LB+3: FR 5EAE N e f
R R BEmE 250l A AL BT 4 h, B 5 R
N NeuB 7 V£ R B, 1 NeuSAc MG & R, 8 1L
B B fim 44 AR il R R, 4 h e AR R
P NeuB i P45 (-G T R, Semmita TR, W
NeuSAc MR AEFFEL 0 A G %, & 12.5 h B,
NeuSAc & MM (0.51+0.07) o/L, ¥ 1L B Bi i 45 M
NeuSAc PG R , 12.5 h )5, 541 KW AT 3 i
BT ARSI AE R IT TR ENER YR
GV T B A YR A B B g R ARk
(8.17£0.18) ¢/L, i i WI IR 1H 40% ; By T % Ak 5 5% 5
HRIN T S50 TPTG , R b 55 40 K 0 FF 14 Ak % 38
& 1 NeuB, fHESHEN NeuB 1 Mk 4 35 76 50 5 K-
SR ,12.5 h J& ,NeuSAc (1 4 B R % A Fifi i
NeuB TP T & W T &, AR AR, 24
B ALY B &b AR, 28 B VR UM (1.01£0.06) ¢/L.
U B B 0] 5 S % A A BT B2 19 80%, 1 NeuSAc
AR A BE A 49.5% , KL Bidr 4 N

0 110
= W
) 2.0 I, g g
% 3
= 1.5 =
E 14 S8
=10 O By ki )
g ° H@ngg@ %
2 0.5 v NeuSAc/ 4 ]2

NN S
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Hif ] /h
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£20 S 2
i le 33
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i 23
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E O Ay 1N z
2 05 ® JitiNeuBiftE
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222 MBREMNEANRBRMNTARD B S K
Neu5Ac #93%vm DL IS 3595 5L A e A 55 37 B 0 19 5
L R AN E 2 () FioR . AEWEE AL B NeuSAc
R T A ) B GHE T B ) NeuSAc R
A A NeuSAc 12 3 5 W . i #E A NeuSAc
Pl G U S, 5 A PLANE S B F 2, Y
R BB S (AR SR AL TR B A TR L
BB 16 h N, A R T 1.30 ¢/L, i NeuB
T E A R % JNeuSAc LIES R #E R A, 1E 165 h
PR 53K (0.88+0.07) o/L, ML Typ B985 1S B
I 5 v H AR R AT TR R Y I () R S 4 R
KTl ZE B AR AR TR L TE 7 5 L Typ 5
FEEP IR 7E 20.5 h 5, A G R A NeuSAc 18
A U AR A5 R R R U R B A i Ak
By Begh o, AW ik 51 (7.630.19) of/L, = o bR 1
ik 22.9% ;1M NeuSAc 1R 52 3B 10 T [, JF 4k +¢
ARG A B R 2 A W 55 Ak i B2 45 3, NeuSAc
(A28 o1 i VR B Ol (1.20+0.04) ¢/,

® 110

C

[ ] H@WNDUBI}E&
v NPUSA(FAA
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iR /(g/L)
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Fig. 2 Fermentation curve of NeuSAc production in medium with different nitrogen sources for recombination E. coli
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223 FTHAKMAFEELRIZIIE PSR NeuSAc
NeuSAc 73 F Wiz 5L R IR T ALY GleNAc,
ARSI IR Y T AR SR AR RIS INBR GleNAce Z4b
MRIE . TTRIE AT 1Y NeuSAc EWEE A4 it
FEAL AT LAy 3 B B . AR R T R
NeuSAc P & n Al NeuSAc 18384 1, 78 3
NG N ORI L L W - B s
NeuSAc PR A B RS2 A K 35 F) 35 h, 5 A
AL FEER Y 55.6% , 3 0 Typ 3598 LA IS ¥
FRHELAY 8.75 A1 2.19 f%, MUY B SR NeuSAc Ji
BWEILE N (1.79£0.11) gL, BRANRE KM T
NeuS5Ac PR A B 47 22 1 B RN — 30, 5 b B 49
NeuSAc i Lt A B A — 30 (an& 2 PR ), Uil
WY Bl A2 AN R 9 e Ak 25 b, AT NeuSAc RS
B IY) 1 4K B B A A DR S AR — 3L A T
FIF NeuSAc & HUAIRAS o Tk A NeuSAc 18 # &
R G , T 4K B AT B AR BOIR AS B A B R AR B
NeuSAc & Y 8 FRHlPE & | Bk NeuSAc P&
BLZ AN B B 55 b — AN R AR A 2 T — B AR
e T R A A B i AR AR X AR
TR F b NeuSAc & 8 T B4 4
LA 39 h, F Akt FEIE A NeuSAc 12 # 4 i, A4E
S/ h e GE N o) S L X R Ay ARk b )
(4.96+0.28) ¢/L, LHIUHTE (5.93+0.08 g/L) BEAK;
NeuSAc & R R A T B e B 2 /N T 2 IR A7 78 B )
R B A A e A i B 45 R, NeuSAc &5 e
WL E] (2.04+0.08) o/L, W TH#4b1; 37 3 bR
GleNAc A A & HoAth &0 U, 1M 5 41 K 4T 6 10
GleNAc-PTS & 8 mi 5 111 JC 2% Al ] GleNAe #4748

A B b 2 K T B AR R A 0 40
TR A B B A B R IR TS AR K SRR
LB+35 5% 5L Typ Bi 2 Al IS 15 372 5L NeuSAc & A
RN AT LUE B, 40 A K5 NeuSAc B9 A A%
e B % ) A & 6 & :NeuSAc A B 2T [ 11
P SEYE AN AV G g0 AR Xt
NeuSAc & A0 AF FH BRI &, 7 AR W ek
R B 2 rp  JU IR F 7= A il R 7 I AR R
AR, A0 A K 5 W A A
L N B AR R AR R, 2R A 1 AR AT
ATCC 31749 A1 7 HVEE I 78 v R 1 25 PR )
(XY B R e, E TR AR AR K B Be AR it 7 2 A
A, A W i R 3 E 7 i AR T AR AR RS
AN R B AR LR A B I AR R A R
BRI, AR 5 BT S50 2 B Y e BR ) A Rk
RIS, TR 5 A b I A5 A0 28 D) T
PR A K, R L BRI Y B pyruvate 1 1 KR
B, PEP AH R D 5 5 i 20U 1 BRI 4045
1A NI pyruvate 5 5k /0, PEP AH R 34 it
HAKF NeuSAc BY& RS B, 40 i A K TH FE i
P9 PEP! 21 Jf i) PR A 4 25 3 U Y PEP A XA
S NeuSAc & BLAY PEP Jd /b, #i NeuSAc #Y
B, Bk, AT S, REA SRR
NeuSAc G Y JCHED 2, 38 2o B i A= 2 5% A B Bt
(TR 40 e B B A= 08 TP PEP BT
FEAE 13 5 2 19 PEP Ji I7] NeuSAc & WL, feif 1
NeuSAc & .

x2 EAXBHEERRELEFEPESH NeuSAc BIXTLE
Table 2 Comparison of different medium for NeuSAc production in recombination E. coli
NeuSAc k& A i

ARk
FFEE IS [E]/h | NeuSAc FHR 2R 5T & ¥ /(g/L)
LB+35 77 3k 0 -
Typ 35775 8 0.29
IS 5 77 3k 16 0.77
ToA Gle £ 373 36 1.61
To A H 3 77 5 36 3.41

23 AEZEEBHREN M EDENL S K NeuSAc
sk

NS 2.2 A5 FEE 2.3 WAl LA I As i, B

PEP it 45 AN 2 J& NeuSAc & 2CHR S A 1 B4 i 20, 1%

A W) e Al 4x i 7

NeuSAc /= #t/(g/L) 2 Y5 /(g/L)
0.38+0.05 8.19+0.21 0.046
1.01+0.06 8.17+0.17 0.124
1.20+0.04 7.63+0.18 0.157
2.04+0.08 4.96+0.27 0411
4.31+0.08 4.87+0.31 0.885

Jn PEP 945t 25 %t T NeuSAc 77 12 (9 45 5 G % 2
SCo AER M FFER v 38 3 A Ab 8% 5% 5 rp i A A
A TR A RO S A 3 A2 7= A PP, T 4 46 A 1) 25
J 32 iy 32 B T W R % 45 R 58 (PTS) , 76 15 B 11
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HEL X

[Fi) BF 23 114 #E PEP A T B 152 14 2 1l 4 265 W —6— W 2 .
TR AT B 0 AR K B B S AR T X
25 NeuSAc WG MEF M A PEP, A Al
AEXT T NeuSAc HYG MBEA AR, KL, A7
FEAMHE T PTS 258 04 H i A B U5, ) B 43 B 19 ol
T U5 %) 7 2 K M A TR 4 20 B 2B ) e A B 1 NeuSAc
ESEAIES

B SR B A W A B B NeuSAc i B2 il £k
mE 3 iR, 5 R LR SR, 5 Akl 72 0T LA
Gy 3 AN B B, 7R AR W) i T R R
NeuSAc P ¥ & W ,NeuSAc H & & % 5 F
0.030 h™', JE HAb 25 4F 0 2~3 %, 39 h J5 , 4L K
FFBRIIE B 1 55 Ak 3% 3 5L 00 85 J5 FFdR 2R K 22 i iy
NeuB i T B, S 25 b #2 7EA NeuSAc 12 # &
B, NeuSAc & i N BE (AnEl 4 Fros) . BIE%
i R A5 NeuSAc it it vk FE 35 5] (4.42+0.08) ¢/L.
T A B VR e L R A AR T PTS, RO T
FEMLPN Y PEP, M43 55 £ (1% PEP %] Neu5Ac
AL I ), AR AR A AR R T
NeuSAc [ b A BH 2 & NeuSAc A LR G A
Rrg 3 s i 111.3%, e pn i 208 (LB+35 35 38 ) =
103 £ HeAh 55 35 5 v H il 4 A7 AE R 3 5 41 i
I 1) i 20 o i M R EE R, AR TR
GleNAc #E A M N A=Y NeuSAc I8 fd 48534

110

®
P

NeuSAcJii i & /(g/L.
()
n
H Wi/ (g/L)
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o At
® JfiANeuBif 1k
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Fig. 3 Effects of glycerol medium on NeuSAc production

in recombination E. coli
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Fig. 4 Specific production rates of NeuSAc in different

medium

HHT, A ZF0 G B NeuSAc 97545, Ho ™= i iy
R E RS GleNAc 78 GleNAc 5+ 14 g fi# 1k
T A A B ManNAc, T 5 ManNAc 1 pyruvate 7F
NeuSAc [ 45 1 (9 HE AL T & % NeuSAc, %771 16 h
A NeuSAc P21l 35 74.2 o/, T NeuSAc i
247 Tt A1 B AT 305 S 7 Y 2 -5 i 1] T NeuSAc 2
fi#t 1 ManNAc F1 pyruvate, HTE bk 5 ik s 2
Wit & W pyruvate GE & £/ 5 4%) , XL FET
pyruvate P YR B FA A ) PR BT R T o A B AR PO
77 1k BAR NI iR T7 vk, (HH T NeuSAc &
O £E 45 1 NeuSAc I LU Y PEP SRR, LA
FE B TR B O #F 8l 2 N R AT 19 8 ), AN T U Ah i
[ pyruvate, %7 28 AL, ATAE 9 —FhER I A

I B 80 NeuSAc A T

IIH

MR

FATEB, 1ELYMA Y% L& A NeuSAc i
e P PEP M HE 45 2 NeuSAc 0P A 1
R, MEH KA A S KE SR N K
(1) PEP M58 VA ] NeuSAc BYG M, BUHA
AR R AR IR $E T NeuSAc A AR
e Ah 3 B AR PTS %538 2 45 09 H il 1E Sy i
Ui, Rk T VR T BEE i a Bh PEP TS FE,
K4 T NeuSAc B HLA G, 245 vk K
7] (4.42+0.08) g/L,
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