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L-JIN U8 R ik
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WE. I-NABRAKERRAG TR TR, E agCH %AEGIERT 5o A L4 R0, E#
AMHRRNEARERRE, EFBLEBHTHHRT R, A58 3T P-dapAB6 %483 argGH %
B BT P-argG, MET 354 L-NRBR o K& 1209 £ 5 4k Corynebacterium crenatum
H-7-PdapAB6:argGH, TR H MM ER K FRBENERI T, THARAKRLS BERT agC =
argH & 3K B F 3k KT TR A B 9826 BR & A B ASS (argG % # ) Fe bk e 35,36 B2 5L 8 B ASL (argH
% #Y ) Bl 7 4 B 4K 91.80% A7 55.35%, A BELE R AN L-NRBR 0 = F MR R Ao £
3% A ) 33.85 g/1.0.25 glg A7 0.34 o/ (L-h), 5 R4 M4 A3 EH T 4.91.5.00 = 4.86 £,
BEBHTHBES MET L-RNABR S BARMERBLGIRAKR MF ZAT L-KRR
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Enhancement of L-Citrulline Production by Promoter Modification
of argGH in Corynebacerium crenatum

ZHANG Weiwei', CHEN Ziwei', ZHANG Xiaojuan', DOU Wenfang',

ZHANG Xiaomei', GENG Yan', XU Zhenghong™*
(1. School of Pharmaceutical Science,Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China ;2. Key Laboratory of Industrial
Biotechnology , Ministry of Education, Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: L-citrulline isan importantintermediate metabolite inurea cycle. The enzymes encoded by
gene argGH catalyze thereaction of L-citrullineto L-arginineresults in difficulty of L-citrulline
accumulation via microbial metabolism. In this study,promoter P-argG wasreplaced by a weak
promoter P-dapA B6 to down-regulate argGH expression. The recombinant strain Corynebacterium
crenatum H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH showed lower argGH expression level ,with ASS (argininosuccinate
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synthase ,encoding by argG ) and ASL (argininosuccinase,encoding by argH ) activities reducing by

91.80% and 55.35% ,respectively, compared with the parent strain. Via fermentation in shake flasks,

the L-citrulline titer,yield and productivity of Corynebacterium crenatum H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH were
33.85 g/L.,0.25 g/g and 0.34 g/ (L -h),respectively,which were 4.91,5.00 and 4.86-fold of those
obtained from the parentstrain. These results indicatedthat,by promoter engineeringapproach,the

preliminary construction of L-citrulline biosynthesis pathway was achieved.

Keywords: Corynebacterium crenatum ,L-citrulline , L-arginine , promoter , metabolic engineering
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argGH iSRG 8 L-KE AR, & L-JN &R 7E
WA AN TR R ERR WA 1, EiZzgiedh, L-
JNE R 5 LA 43 fife v 428 1 I 425 FE Y argCJBDFR il
argGH WA FE 800, ZRIARE S 37 5 I 4219,
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AargR it Fik arg) FE, 98 T SRR LG
it 3 1, DA LR ™ i 3 v 21 1 8.51 ¢/L;s
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AR L-NA R A 7 Wbk . SR S, KBS
T 38 o R S A A AR G A A DR AR U BT R 2ok R
TR LR A DG B e R 7 e SR R L N R 1Y
i, RN R IR TR A B U UE TR B A R AR
AR TTRL R 38 AT g SR

S 1 = [ AR AE B B AR C.crenatum H-7 BA
f 7 LG =R RV IR S Cgluwtamicum B
= B RIVEE AEE LA C.crenatum H-T7 NBFFR X4,
WG SR T B, 594k LIRS R O A 1l LA
AR I argGH Wik | k1% T — i
i 1= RO B LIV R 1) F 2 TR A

1 et N

1.1 S H#
1.1.1 A#FmE
#1,

AW TE BT B R A A

N=T 23 g B - N == 723 ] Ly
L-BEMR N-Z LB E o N-Z. L4 55—

NH,+NADPH

A
\ A -5- TR —> —> 2R
TCATEH E T proB
Y g
o iz
NADPH NADP*
argH argG

argC
NADP!
argF’

argD

LA «— «— L-NER «——L-%%R N-ZW-1-5 40 «— N-Ct-1- 1520 -5-F

B1 AEBETES L-KEBNSRER

Fig. 1 Metabolic pathway of L—citrulline in Corynebacterium glutamicum
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R, 5 R THEHRATE wgGH &30 T it o) L-INABR % 206 %

F1 XHH KB EEFRK
Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this study

AT
Escherichia coli JM109 E.coli JM109 il 245 TR 5% % (R A7
Corynebacterium crenatum H-7 JE U TR AR il 25 TR W50 % A7
Corynebacterium crenatum H-7-PdapA B6:argGH C.crenatum H=7 1ii £ A 5T A 3
pK18mobsacB oriV, oriT, mob, sacB, Km" il 25 T REE 58 = (R A
pK18mobsac B—PdapA B6:argGH pK18mobsacB i ¥ BTG 2
pDXW-11 Ja B FERET FURL, K, cat il 25 TR A 5% 2 AR A7
pDXW-11-P-argC pDXW-11 fi74: 9 BTG
pDXW-11-P-argG pDXW-11 fi7 44 A 5T A 3
pDXW-11-P-dapA B6 pDXW-11 744 A B
pDXW—11-P-leud M2C pDXW-11 1544 AR 5% A 3
pDXW—11-P~leud M3C pDXW-11 fi52: 4 A 5T A

1.1.2 3R BEREM

1) LB 5383 (4143 /L) B A 10, BERERS 5,
NaCl 10;

2) LBG 5573 (457 ¢/L) SR IR 10, BERER 5,
NaCl 10, #5H 5;

3) LBHIS 55735 (4455 o/L)  BE R 2.5, &
Jii 5,NaCl 5, i 0o 18.5, LAY 91 ;

4) BEZ AN (A5 gL) B R 10, FEERR 5,
NaCl 10, H & 30, i 80;

5) BT 85 5 3 (4% /L)« AR 30, e R A

10, (NH,),80, 20,KH,P0O, 1,MgS0,-7H,0 0.5, JR &
1.5;pH 7.0;115 “CK T 10 min;
6) KR FEHE (45 /L) # A B 130, BE£F K
10, (NH,),S0, 50,KH,PO, 1.5,MgSO, -7H,0 0.5,
FeS0,+ 7H,0 0.02,MnS0,-H,0 0.02, 44 % 8x107,
L-2H&R 5x10*,CaCO;30;pH 7.0;115 CKE 10 min,,
KIGFFR T 37 CHiFE, LB 50 mg/mL
R IR 25 BT FE AT I T 30 CHE 3%, L BB IR N
50 mg/mL B RAPEE R .
1.1.3 514 AR5 HEGIY L% 2,

F2 XHETAEINSIY
Table 2 Primers used in this study

SIS 573" (CF I £ 5 A1z 53

519 % B

PdapA B6— argG1F
PdapA B6— argG2R
PdapA B6— argG3F
PdapA B6— argGAR
PdapA B6- argGSF
PdapA B6— argG6R
PargC—F
PargC-R
PargG-F
PargG-R
PdapA B6-F
PdapA B6-R
PleuA M2C-F
PleuAM2C-R
PleuA M3A-F
PleuA M3A-R

CGGGAATTCCAACCAGCCGAGGTAAGACA
GAGGTGTGCTCCTTCATTTTAAGTT
GAAGGAGCACACCTCAGCCTTATGCCCTTCAACCC
CGATGCGGTTAGTCATGGGTAAAAAATCCTTTCGTAGGTTT
ATGACTAACCGCATCGTTCTTGCATACTC
GCTCTAGATCGGTGTATGCGTAGATGTCCTT
CGCAAGCTTCTTGCTCCACGACAGG
CGCGGATCCGCAAATTATTCATGCATAA
CGCAAGCTTTAGGGTGGGGCTGAAAGAAG
CGCGGATCCGAGGTGTGCTCCTTCATTTTAAGTT
CGCAAGCTTCTTGCTCGTGTCAATTGTTC
CGCGGATCCCTGTGCTCATAGAGTTCATG
CGCAAGCTTAAAACTCCAAAGTTCCCCCC
CGCGGATCCGCGAAGTCATGTGGTGATGC
CGCAAGCTTAAAACTCCAAAGTTCCCCCC
CGCGGATCCGCGAAGTCATGTGGTGATGC
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1.2 EHEBRIFRENEARNMAE

VL C.crenatum H-7 F& R4~ B M, 5 51 LA
PargC-F PargC-R Fl PargG -F PargG-R h LT UiF
SIYY 1S argC Fl argG LK 2 160 bp il 180
bp W HAr s+ F B, i3+ Bt P-dapAB6 .P-
leuA M2A F1 P~leuA M3A (K BE¥I8 130 bp) Hi L ifg
A THEAT G . R BRI 9 VI B8 BamHI F1 Hind
I X} )3 3738 &1 okn pDXW 111059 17 JE 11, ) A
T4 DNA ligase & 2 )3 3l ¥ b Be ¥l il U J5 11 5t KL
pDXW—11, T8 #8545 AN [F] 3 8l 1% 25 20 Tk
1.3 B a3 F#%#%EAHRKMN pKiSmobsacB -
PdapAB6 :argGH K13

i 3 F & ¥ it ki pK18mobsacB —PdapAB6
argGH WF LR FE LI 2, & 5%, Lk C.crenatum H-T7
(L RV 20 AR, 4 8 1 argG BEIR LF R EE2Y
600 bp il argG K&K IT B B2 HE A B2 24 700 bp 1Y ik
KA B, 558 30 7 A Bt P=dapA B6(130 bp )il i 5& K
A AR EE R PCR, IR 1 430 bp
I 3 F 8 e B argG-LPR; SR Ji 1) BIR i 14 P
Yl B EcoRI Ml Xba 1 Xf H W F Bt 1 J& i
pK18mobsacB!" it 47 XU 1], JE i H A Kl 1 7R i 1)
LR B B, AL T4 DNA ligase 3% 4% argG-LPR
MY pK18mobsacB Bk, JE 1A 2 ¥ 4 &
2l 5k pK18mobsac B—PdapA B6 :argGH ,

HindIIT
/) Sphl

pMBI ori

-
Left-arm  Right-arm P-dapAB6

pK18mobsacB
5719 bp
Crossover-PCR
EcoRI Xbal
———

sacB LPR Fragments

oriT(RP4)

l Ligate

pK18mobsacB-
PdapAB6:argGH

7141 bp

oriT(RP4)
B 2 FEHRR pK18mobsacB—PdapAB6.argGH W72
Fig. 2 Construction of plasmid pK18mobsacB—-PdapABG6 :
argGH

14 EARWHBEL

C.crenatum J85Z 2% 240 i i) i 25 Rl 56 Ak 2 2% SC
WR[12] 77 %%, ¥ 5 41 5k pK18mobsac B—PdapA B6
argGH HL% AL C.crenatum A2 SN, SRIGTES R
W8 2 Pk 0y LBHIS ~F- 4 F1 & 10% FEHE 19 LB ~F-
M b UEAT WU e, 38 5 PCR 5 F 3K 45 3 41 Ak
C.crenatum H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH
1.5 L-NEBABEZGRSHINE
151 A4 BORAFT-20 CkFaTRH
T A TR 422 Aol T e [ AR IR, 30 °CHE G R
24 hy K IEALIE TR R AR PR CRWE N
30 mL/250 mL =), 120 r/min .30 CH & L FE K
PR 1SR 10 h,
1.5.2 BAABEREH LI 6%R R R B %
W b7 55 SR R W 37 2k (R R 20 m1/250
mlL =), 120 r/min 30 CH: & YR H5 7% 96 h,
153 WAk Eem e R BB — e,
TE 562 nm A2 ROGE
1.54 #HEHBREBARE G T KEENBE—E
F5%0, R SBA-40D 2B 9y 1 8% 43 i AHEA 700 5
1.5.5 (NH,),S0, it Z R FE eyl 2 WEeE e B —
TEAGEC, M E T 5% Lee HIY,
1.5.6 L-KNRBRKBR AN Z B REER LT
TR B — A8, L S S5 2K i (PITC) /R R i =
R U T R SRR BT A A, A HPLC R4 7 &3
P IO A P DU
1.6 BHFiEESH

& A R R sh 1 B B A SR % AR E.coli
IM109, LUA R LI E 4 CAT 19 1% K 2R B
S B R Z 16 h 19 8 8 o PR £ BRI &
TR R W AT B0 AR AR I, B 100
mmol/L Tris—HCI(pH 7.8) PEi&k =K, B7% . #BH Ik
Tl e 240 L, 0, BB b 9 VR T SRR R LT S il
CAT B 162, DAEAT 25 BURL Y E.coli IM109 iy Xf
WR SR 25 7 2 i 0 0 1) 0 0 o vk Y
CAT 3G I 7 2 BOSCHR[15] 7 v
1.7 EREHXEE PCR LK

TEPE % 2 X0 EAE Ko s WY R R T R H-7
L X o 20 B bk H=7-PdapAB6;argGH F 1 15 37 Wi
Z M RNA 2 B 0 & 3 B0 5 42 BORE 5 b i 8
RNA, 5 Ao LA ZY R 2.0 B 7= ) E A7 306 5 55t
it cDNA 55 — B A B 7 & 3 B A5 F 47 396 5% 5k
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HRRL

R, F . A TAEHRATE wgGCH B3 F Bk 6 LN R 3 25 R

RT -PCR ¢ 53 #% PrimerScriptTM RT reagent Kit
(Takara ) 170 & U B 5 BEAT 484 | SO0 2540 95 C
3 min, FJ5 3 2 AT 40 NEI 95 °C 30 s,
65 C 305,72 °C 30 s, #EH] 16SrRNA 105 N 2
I RN BCE 3 AN

1.8 EgiENE

1.8.1 A ABMBLAH (GDH) BEAnl2 HEMR
It 2 T Tl 0 0 B SO B B A fE 1 pmol
NADPH Jir 5 Z ) i i, 77152 18 Meers J L',

1.8.2 MMk & R B (ASS) BEE AN K
J¥i B BA IR G )0 Tl A 9% T BRLAL R S B B L
wmol Pi T 75 2 () i 1 , )77 5 B8 Katewa S DI,
1.8.3 Ahhc 3k zh i 3L A BB (ASL)BE & Al 2 K
J¥ic B 311 TR 258 fife TG Tl 05 ) B0 i SO B Bl A
pmol L—H5 2RIy LM & , J7 152 MR Lee HY,

WPzl

21 BIBFEESN

Bl U R T R DL E R R T AA , 7E argCJBDFR 4
W R /E T A L-JRE R, 1 L-JR 2 W2 BE 76
argGH 2 W5 T i M AL T k2 o g, A R p
argCJBDFR F1 argGH 53 5|52 B AR Ji )+ 0 8 4%
PL C.crenatum H-T7 Yk DNA M#iH, %2+
14T PCR 971945 33 3 7 Bt P-argC Hl P-
argG o TER) A 2 W2 1 AT T A= 77 401 IR VR g )
M4 E b, e 2h A 88 )8 3 7 P -dapAB6 P -
leuAM2C T P—leuA M3A TR 2E AT T 4%, 1E
R e X 3 AN59 )0 sh T 30T TR, K s+
Fr Bt AR A 3 AR BURL pDXW-11 |, Mg T
#nli J3 3h 7 i By B4 kL pDXW -11-P-argC |
pDXW —11-P—-argG .pDXW —11-P-dapA B6 .pDXW —
11-P—leuAM2C F1 pDXW—-11-P-leuAM3C, ¥ H: %%
L] E. coli IM109 1 T )i 8l F i 4347 .

i R LB RS CAT YT ok %
e s i, S5 03 3, CAT BN I 25 21 i
L= JNE R A & 2 4% argCIBDFR 33k 1) 3
T P—argC i YE N 25.12 Ulmg, 1 40 fff 38 12 V8 1
argGH KK G 31+ P-argG G PEN 6.97 Umg, 3=
WA R LR R 7 P i LK 2R . (Rt
ARG PE A 55 19 )5 3 F P-dapAB6(1.21 U/mg)
B C.crenatum H-7 B H 1Y JE 3T P-argG, LA
Wit KRR S bR i f2 4 LN R LR

®3 BUESERCHEBE(CAT) BEVENREIH FiEY
Table 3 Promoters activity characterized by the activity
of CAT reporter

CAT Pl £SDY(U/mg)

pDXW-11 0.55+0.02
P-argC 25.12+0.50
P-argG 6.97+0.05
P-dapA B6 1.21x0.13
P-leuA M2C 7.45+0.04
P—leud M3A 4.99+0.09

T ca PLAS R pDXW 11 A5 2 0k B b, b 4 22 2 3 v il
E RSOl ]
22 B FEMREAEKR H-7-PdapAB6:argGH
oEiafed

4 5 4 UKL pK18mobsac B—PdapA B6 :argGH H
53| C.crenatum H-T &2 S MM | 25 % HE PR TA]
VR W AR A T RIFEE R 1Y LBHIS V4R
I 10 g/dL BEREAY LB - L BEAT P Fe 0 1 . LG
AT 3 0 BH 1 5% A6 5 BE A iR, 519 Psod—
argG1F Fl Psod—-argGOR i#17 PCR ik, 45 5 WL &3,
1 538 18y LA 5L IR T Ak B PR 20 Al PCR. 36 TiE 45
B, S K/NA 1300 bp,2 i T Sy DL R 40 B AR
H-7-PdapAB6 :argGH & K 24 1Mz PCR %9 i 2%
R, & K/ 10430 bp, X KB P-dapA B6 55 3
T W, C.crenatum H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH 4
TR PR A 52

2000—

—1430
—1300

1000—
750—

500—

250—

100—

M :marker; 1 : JRI5 % PCR 455 ;2. 4 PCR 451,
3 B FEHRPCRREIELR
Fig. 3 PCR verification of promoter replacement in H-7

chromosome
23 B F5E 43t H-7-PdapAB6 :argGH F 1§ %
§ B R 4% SRk E 0 5K B B E 1 RO BT
4 Wk H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH F1 J5 46 B b
H-7 R} 8 12 v S B 35 IR 1% 5 SRk OF- 3R LI 4.
AU, EUE M H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH 53 ft i&
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86.23% F1 90.74% , L\ 2 IR A i i 448 3 R 1) % %
KO- 5 E R, Hod gdh 895 KSR S T 2.09
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1.754
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£ o151 NI
0.501 A N 2
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Fig. 4 Relative transcription level of the key genes

determined by RT-PCR
X} SRV I 3 25 S 3 A4S G B i 1) G TR
HEAT AT G5 R L3R 4, M LL R R bR H-7, AL R
¥ H-7-PdapAB6 argGH & 18 i& 18 4% 2 I I & il
(GDH) i FL BTG 32 51 1 67.05% , 53 fiff 383 1 v RS Wiz B8
AR 5 B (ASS) FURS e 3% 0 1 %4 7 1§ (ASL) 1 L
i35 43 S B AR T 91.80%F11 55.35%, iR &5 S0,
B TR B 5 T L-NE R s te, A
BGR AE A B — 2 T2 A N
* 4 GDH,ASS,ASL Lt & iE il &
Table 4 Specific activity of GDH,ASS and ASL

— LY il 1 /(mU/mg)
/S
H-7 81.34+0.85 30.49+0.54 14.02+0.11

H-7-PdapA B6:argGH  135.88+0.52 2.50+0.01  6.26+0.18

24 EHBE H-7-PdapAB6 :argGH K BiITEH
FE R K P b X H A #k H -7 ~PdapAB6 .

)
W

—=— H-7
—a— H-7-PdapAB6:argGH

LA (g/L)
— [\*) [\ o) (98]
W (=) W o

-
(=}

W

(=]

0 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96
s )/h
(a)

argGH 1) LN A = M Re AT 9P A0, 45 R DL A
5-6,1) 96 h K L5 I | # 20 i bk H-7-PdapAB6
argGH W B IA ] 32.17 o/L, LR GA H ¥k H=7 &Y
Y (2632 /L) #2751 22.22% ,H-7-PdapA B6
argGH 185 K T35 He AR R 4 1) R 0.44 h! Al
0.048 h', 158 T I 4 T Ak (43 3114 0.27 h™' 1 0.037
h=);2) #H L G5 B bk H-7, & BRG] H-7-
PdapA B6 :argGH 1) 7] % 8 I #E 0% W 35 AT, H-7
84 h INh ) 7 Bl O RS i HE 20 B bR BB A LS
I 2 WA AR E & . 4 E bk H-7-PdapA B6 .
argGH 1 5 K KCE 3 L0 R W0 A8 % 43 01 0.16
g/(g-h)F1 0.085 g/(g-h) KT JF 4 Bk H-7 (53 51
7 0.36 g(g-h)f 0.11 g/(g-h));3) 4 H Ik
H-7-PdapA B6 :argGH 1) L-JRZ R 197 it ] L3k 2]
33.85 g/L, MR H-7 (6.90 ¢/L) 45 T
491 %, L- R R BE IR L k% (0.25 ofg) FIA: ™
SR (0.34 ¢/ (L-h)) 435l m T 5.00 £5F1 4.86 fir,
e R = A R A 2 TR 4) MR GR
bk H-7 EEB R L-K AW, &4 Wk
H-7-PdapA B6 argGH 1 ¥R R R AL EE,

Ja 8 ¥R R A SRk B rh BT EEAE A D E
DR SR A I ) 5 R S I 5 e R,
1 o B U 45 A R B PR R KK B
TR A B VHURS 2 TR VA AR 7 T Mk B A i
L OT R RO e T AR A A, S T H AR
PRI R, AR T R TR VR 4 BIF 5T Tk R
DLAH S ARGE

Vi & 38 3 o0 A L- & R 73 i i A2 b il 4%
argGH Feik )G 31 P-argG , & I AEAL IV R 53 fift
HKE IR P-argG BAT BRI TG, 18 N R

140 —a— H-7
—a— H-7-PdapAB6:argGH

[
® O
S O O

AR S/ (g/L)
5 3
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S
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i a)/h
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Fig. 5 Time course of L—citrulline fermentation by the parent strain H-7 and the engineered strain H-7-PdapAB6 :argGH
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Fig. 6 Fermentation Kinetics of the parent strain H-7 and the engineered strain H-7-PdapAB6 :argGH

T RERER, B EF R A 3h &4 5B, A
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